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'o the Honourable and Renowned, Bcc, 
the Council of the ARMY. 


Men, Fathers, and Gentlemen ; 


Ciry and-Country, who are now ſeyerally and reſpeRively 

concernedin the great affairs of the Commonwealth , thr 
the gracious and wile Diſpoſer of all things hath once more 
brought the Man-child of the Nations Freedome to the Birth 
andis alſo pleaſed that it ſhould iſſue forth from between the feer 
of this Honourable Parliament, There is nothing wanting (in 
the judgement of many ſtanders by ) to make us happy by ſuch a 
production , but the fncere and ſedulous labour and travel of 
Mind and Soul > which thoſe ſhould pur themſelves ro, who are 
by Divine Providence called upon co ennoble themſelves by an 
Off-ſpring ſo hopeful, and ſo much defired as this is. The world's 
Supreme hath matured and ripened all things ro the work ; the 
day declares wiat is to be done ; the night of trouble and oppoſi- 
tion is ſomewhat overro you: what remains now, bur that you 
ſhould recall and renew your firengeths for the work? that at 
length you may become partakers of that joy, which will be ac 
the Birth of that Man-child into the world. 

Ic will not, I hope, be tedious to you to rake a view of thoſe 
cordial falutations and well-wiſhes conceived in the hearts of 
ſome ſober and well-minded p2ople in this Country, and intended 
co be offered to the Higa Court of Parliament ; in the way of an 
Addreſs and Petition , with ſubſcriptions anſverable to che na- 
ture of ſuch an 1nrendment : Bur the teo eatly riſe of another 
Addreſs, pre-ingaging for ics ſervice a great number of thoſe 
who might have been Subſcribers and Promoters of this , ( the 
fare of which » notwithſtanding was (if I miltake not) to die 
wichour Iſſue ) became a means to the alteration of that courſe, 
at firlt defigned for it : Sothar now it ſhall contenr ir ſelf ro be- 
come puÞlike, { wichthis Councils leave?) only by che help and 
mediation of a private Owner, I will firſt preſent to your fight 
and pzruſal th: Addreſs it ſelf; and after that,an Appendix, by way 
of an Inlargement on ſome particulars in that Addreſs » together 
with.an Apology for Libercy of Conſcience. The Addreſs it ſelf 
followerh in theſe words: | 


]* is not unknown to you, and other Worthies in Parkamenr, 
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To the Parliament of the Commonwealth of \Eng/and,. 


others, of the County of Gloceſter, well-affetted to the peace aud ſettlement of 
thus (ommenwealth, 


in the behalf of this poor, and (as yet) unſerled Nation of ours ; 
even to the amazement (as well aswonder) of the moſt ſzrious and 
; | conſiderate men : ; wherein we have had + 7 age of the rempers, inclinati- 
| ons and prevarications of perſons interefled in publick Aﬀairs , on the one 
hand ; and of the abundant goodneſs and mercy of the great an4 wiſe Modc- 
rator of all things, on the other ; who hath willeecl our Stare (ſuch as ir is) 


Mr" and wonderful have the Providences of th: moſt High God been 


: 
| ro this day, by raifing up of Inſtruments, from time to time, to aflert and 
| vindicate the Peoples Rights againſt rhe Inccoachments, Uifurpations and Op- 
| preſhons of the Mighty. 
| When this Nation groancd under thoſe heavy burthens and preſſures thar 
wcre laid upon its ſhoulder by the laſt King of England, and his ſubordinate 
Miniſters, it pleaſed God ro-raiſe you up, and to fill you with ſtrength and 
wiſdome, for the weakning of that Arm by. which they. were imyoled , and 
for the looſing-of thoſe calling, Cords with -which they were bounden, In, 
which work you did valiantly, whiles you were about it : the Lord bleflzd 
your Counſels » your Endeavours, and your Armies; for he had heard the 
cries of the Oppreſſed', and rhe fins and cruelties of the Oppreflors, and came” 
down, by you, for the work of Deliverance and Judgement, The hearts of 
your enemies failed them for fear, whiles the hearts of your friends (which 
were the well-affe&ed and ſober of the Land) rejoyced in you, blefled God 
for you, and roſe up before you, and called you bleſſed. The ſpeeches and 
paſlages of your Honourable Houſe, and thoſe memorable Declararions thar 
procecded from you inthe years 1641 and 1642, &c. tothe view of the world, 
(worthy ro be written in Letters of Gold, and to be read in every ſucceeding 
Generation for your Erernal Fame) were filled with ſuch ſtrains of Wiſdom, 
Rightcouſneſs, and true Reaſon, and carried in them ſo clear and full a diſ- 
covery of your Honourable Intentions to aflert and maintain the Legal and 
Fundamental Liberties , as well Religiousas Civil, of the Free-born people 
of the Land ; as that the well-affe&cd tothe Intereſt of rhe Commonwealth, 
thought themſelves happy in you, and united, as one man, to ſtan by you 
unto their urmoſt hazard. 

Bur behold ! when Joſhua (in Zachary's Viſion ) ſtood before rhe Angel of 
| the Lord, Satan was obſerved ſtanding at his right hand. Endeavours were 
not wanting to ſtifle the Maſculine Spirit of the Nations Freedom, as it lay in 
| the Cradle, Envy, that Infernal Fury, had prepared a viperous Wreath for 
thav purpoſe , and laid about her abundantly , by means of ſuch men, in 
| whom ſclf-intereſt /had the pre-cminence : ſo that by the Apoſtacies, the 
Luſts , Will and Power of many Members /the portion of whom, we hope, 
ir is not to fit again within your walls, except with hearts repenting an1 re- 
formed ) when the old and open Adverſary could not give you the foil, you 
were, at length, rznadred utterly uncapable of raifing up that Building to 

| irs 


The bumble Addreſs and Petition of ſeveral the Tuftices of Peace, Gentlemen, and - 
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trs due-and expedted height , of epngi cad ggoneeya proſpe- 
rous and honourable beginnings. By means Ro that Cau voy | by 
you eſpouſed, ſeemed ro be forſaken, and the honeſt intereſt of the Nation 
expoſed to the luſt and of men, as much as ever. 

r the God of Mercics hath not yer (we ſee) forgorren It nor us, whoby 
a moſt ſtupendious and unexpeRed providence, hath called you together to 
your old work again, through the mediation of the Army ( which is indeed 
your Army) and-other Worthies, who have, ac laſt , we truſt, remembred 
rheir old Engagements, Promiſes, Vows, Faſtings, Prayers, &c. and who are 
to be remembred by us with all reſpe&s of thankfulnzſs and honour for this 
their incerpoſure :- ſo that the moſt High hath intruſte4 you once more . with 
the render and (hitherto) oppreficd Cauſe of che Commonwealth , and hath 
determined to try whether you will go on to finiſh that work to which at firſt 
you {cr your hands, We abundantly.rejoyce in your gathering rogerher ; 
and are humbly, yer confidently, perſwaded thar our gord God hath honour- 
ed you with this opportunity, that you, under Him, might gloritie and honour 
us with a juſt and well-grounded fnrlomene, Our prayers therefore are for 
you, and our expeftarions are a_— _ you ; and ſceing ' you arCe 
thus revived and raiſed up from that dear ercin you were held, ler the 
mighty works of Judgement, Wiſiome, Courage, Righteouſneſs, and a tho- 
rough Reformation, ſhew forth chemſelves in you, Ariſe , Honoured Wor- 
thies, and ſtrerchvur your arm the ſecond rime to ſave us from confuſons 
and to ſecure our Fundamental Liberties, Your very Enemies expect ( al- 
though with fear and anguiſh of ſoul) that great things will be done by you. 
The great Aﬀeirs of the Commonwealth reſt now upon your ſhoulders ; and 
ſhould you lay it down without ſuch proviſions made for ir, as the preſent da 
doth loudly call for, it will leave an indelible ſtain of diſhonor and preach 
upon you to all poſterity, 

We are not altogether inſenſible of the weight and difhculty of your H6- 
nors preſent employment : Yer the Lord of Hoſts hath, through his wiſe and 
mighty diſpoſure of things, in ſome meaſure calmed the ſpirit of the people 
abour you , whoſe eyes are (yet again) fixt on you for an eſtabliſhmene, We 
ſhall cherefore preſume, in all humility, and with a ſpirit of Free-born En- 
gliſhmen, briefly ro repreſent unco this Honourable Houſe our good affeRi- 
ons to the peace and common ſerrlement of the Nation, in theſe humble Con- 
fiderations and Propoſals, which follow. 

We bumbly concerve, 

1 That the wantof a firm Baſis for Government in ſome years paſt , fince 
the form of the former Government hath ſeemed to be taken down, hath been 
the door of occafion and advantage ſer open for him to enter in and cxalt him- 
ſelf, rhar hath had a luſt to rule by inſtruments of a new device. And that 
the want of ſuch a manifeſt Baſisto the 1 omumonwealth, hath given occaſi- 
on, during the fitting of by-paſt Aſſemblies, to ſeveral diſcontented partics 
amoneſt us, roadvance their hopes and enlcavours for the reviving of their 
particular Intereſts which are inconſiſtent with common freedome , by Petiti- 
ons, and "ther means leſs warrantable, promored by rhe old Cavalier-party, 
and the rigid Presbyrerian ; of which your Petitioners have had frequent 0+ 
—_— and experience ; and particularly during the fitting of the laſt Aſ- 

embly. 
2 That a ſucceeding Pazliament may abrogate and make null ( if they 
A3 pleaſc) 


Pleaſe) any Law that is enated by the bare and ſfragle Authority of this pre- 
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ſear Parliament 

3 Thar it the caſe be ſuch, ir is ſimply neceſſary, for the curting off of all 
adyancages 0: uſurpation and Domeſtick diſturbance , and for the continu- 
ance of peace, that lome expedient be found out, and ſcaſonably concludcdon, 
which may be a Bowadary, in reaſon and common judgement , to all future 
Re,reſentarives of the people : which expedient may contain a Baſis for Go 
vernmenc ſtared and made unalcerable. 

[n order whereunto, and with all reſpe& to the Wiſdome of this Houſe, 
w: humbly propoſe and defire, 

1 That a Draught of an Agreement of the people may be made, aud tendred 
to theſe Nations for thei; conſent and particular ſubſcriptioas 3 of which there were 
ſome Eſſ ys publiſh:d and offered to publite view, Anno 1649. one of which was 
preſented to this Parliament bythe Army ; .aad concerning which work, the Compi- 
les and Promoters thereof delivered this Judgement , That it was viſibly of 
higheſt moment co the Publike ; and that i coataiacd the beſt and moſt hope- 
ful foundations of the peace and future well- Government of this Nation, that 
rey could deviſe or think os, within the line of humane power : and deſired 
that it might remain upon Record before You, a perpe:tual Wirneſs of their 
real Intentions and utmoſt Endcavours for a found and equal ſettlement, 

2 That this Draught for Scttlement , after the manarr of an Agreement of the 
People, may, after the ſubſcriptioas of the Parliament and Army, be tranſmitted to 
the Pcople, with a Declaration from this Honourable Houſe , deſigaing to convince 
their judgements of the goodacſs and wortb thereof , and 1o ingage their affettions 
ro acquieſce therein » and to alt ia Peace and Love according to the tenor and ef- 
felt therof. ; 

3 That upon the general ſubſcriptions of the ſaid Agreement by the People , oy 
by the well - aff -ted among ſt th:m, it may be returned to this Parliament, and there 
receive ſuch ſurther adventitious Confirmations, as to the wiſdome of this Supreme 
Court ſhall ſecm moſt meet, ; | 

4 That, for the preventing of ſuch miſchizfs and evils which may fall ont 
through the giddiarſs and diſ-aff:tion of the multitude in their Eleftions of future 
Pari:ameats, and throuzh their iaclinat ions to Monarchy, and to a coercive power 
12 matters of Religion, It may be provided in the Agreement herein meant and in» 
teaded, That «pen the elr(ti04 of -every ſucceeding Parltament, 4 competent number 
of men may bz choſen alſo, by eleflors, men of ſuch Qualifications as are moſt pre= 
bable to lea1 them to th? mihing of a good choice ; (which Eleftors may be ſuch 
ouly, who are expreſly againſt the old Monarchy, and againſt all exeiciſe of force, 
er of the (+l Sword in thoſe things which are more eſpecially of God, or over the 
coaſrieaces of mea) And that th. ſe mea thus choſua, ſhul fit, duriag the Seſſion of 
Parlizment, to obſerve whether ay thing be promoted or.anteaded by the Pajhiament 
or any particular Member thereof, contrary to ſuch an Agreement ; and to ſigaifie 
u to the Commonwealth ; aad to tche ſuch other conrſes as the exigeacy of ſuch a 
thing (hall require, 

5 Althouzh th; Laberties aal Frecdames of the Peovie contain in them the Li- 
berty of Conſcience, and (0 whore the former is prrſetily ſetl d, the later us alſo 
provided for; y t, that we may ſhow our tender regard to the Kzngly Office of 
Chriſt, aa our aporehenſioar of the drea!lulneſs of iatrene az upor bi Royal Di! - 
n'ty, win alens rules ov. y the Con Tience ; we humbly deftie, that a'l ſuch wiſe 
Principles and © rattices are aot off:aive to, but conjiſteat with the publike peace, 
may 
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may bt tolerated and protefied in the pro/efſion of their judgements ; and that alf 
po &c, to the contrary thereof, m:y be vacated and Joey null. 

6 That your Honours would be pleaſed to proceed in your wonted wiſdome and 
courage, as t0 the ſettlemint of the Nation in general, jo to the taking an ay of all 
grievances in pariicular, that Juſtice may be ſpeedi!y, ' and without wanee {wry ex+ 
pences and delayes admimiſired, That the Trade of the Nation, now decayed, m:y b* 
advanced, ſhut Oppreſſion and Vice may be diſ-ouraged, and That Codlin'ſs ax 
Vertue may receive all due honour, and That the Miluia may be ſirted ia the bands 

truſty and well -aff. cd men. 123 all theſe particulars we proſtrate our judgments 
before this Honourable Parliament, 

Your Pctitioners have faichſully repreſcnred themſelyes ro you , and a:e 
cheerfully ready to ſtand by you in your Deſigns for publike good. We 
are very confident, that except ſomcrhing remarkable, and of plain ren- 
dency to the purpoſcs aforeſaid, be done, you and all the hon:ſt people of 
the Nations, that now cloſe wich you, and gratulare your Return, will be 
more deeply baptized into the black ſpirit of ſham-, diſhonor and 1c- 
proach, then ever you were like ro be b<tore ; and the well-atteced left, 

. together with your ſelves, to the luſt and pleaſure of the next Tyrant, or 
to the outrage of the numerous and Ciſ-atte&ed multirude , who have 

not = had much caſte of the goodneſs of a Free->rate or Commons - 
wealth, Your judgements, after all the expet ience you have had of our 
many Changes, will diftatc to you what is to be > wok And we hope 
and cruſt, that your Conſcicnces, your Honours, and your own particu- 
lar Intereſts alſo, will call upon you for the doing thereof, The Nation 
expects thorow and plain dealing from you nov, above all fnen. Go on 
then and proſper in the great work of R: formation, thar you may be call- 
ed, The Patrons of the Commonwealth: And God, the Great Judge of Hea* 
yen and Earth, over-awe your hearts, and keep you cloſe to the buſi- 
neſs to which he hath called you , withour turning aſide to the right 
hand, or to the lefr., 
This pray your Petitione"s. 


He recital of this Addreſs (which the Author, with many 
| others, under whoſe notice it came, could not with much 
peace of conſcience ſi ffer ro lye dormant, although it be 
not brought to the Door of Parliament in that manner, wherein 
it was at firſt intended ) will not, I hope,be made to ſuffer much 
under an evil Reſentment upon its preſentation to the hand of 
this Council, becauſe it bears a ceſtimony abour ir of the Au- 
thors good affe&ions to the Parliament, this Army, and the 
Commonwealth ; nor may ir be wholly ſentenced with imperti- 
nency> in regard the day of ſetrlement 1s not yer over , and the 
bounds of liberty not extended ſo fully as is requifite to ſuch a 
ſerrlement, as the following Diſcourſe, made by way of inlarge- 
ment upon the Addreſs now recited, will demonlirate. 
This Perition (then) the Remonltrative and Epilogizing pare 


ereot 


thereof being excepted) humbly preſents the things which are 
more eſpecially contained in it, unto ſerious judgement , under 
conhderations ; and Articles of Propoſal \ iſſuing forth, for the 


molt party upon thoſe conſiderations, 


I will humbly take leave 


to inlarge, and reaſon a lictle upon both , and do hope to obtain 
the patience of this Honoured Council in ſo doing : which hope 
1s better founded, then that which hath no ground ; for you your 
ſelves have given the greate(t part of occaſion to this under- 
taking ; as it may be ſeen throughout. ( But to return to our 


Addreſs.) 


1 Ic 1s a vulgar opinion, (how ſound or unſound foever) that 
the antient foundations of the Commonwealth are our of courſe, 
and that ir hath no Government but that of the Sword , and 
ſuch as it ſhall pleaſe from time to time ro create and ſet up. 
For the Supreme Legiſlative Power for Rulingyis known to have 
been invelted in the King, the Houſe of Lords, and the Com- 
mons in Parliament : The two former of which Eſtates being 


removed, it is ( although erroniouſly ) apprehended , that the 


chird falls of itſelf, Now whiles ſuch an opinion reigns in the 
judgements of men, and from thence influenceth their affe&ions, 
ic is no hard thing to conjeure how eafie they may be provoked 
ro ſerve the ends of the Old Malignant Spirit , whenſoever ir 
ſhall pleaſe to riſe, Andir is very obſerveable , that the Promo» 
ters of the late InſurreCtion diſcovered this advantage, as their 
Declarations make manifeſt, of which it is vehemently ro be ſu- 
ſpeed and feared, they would have made much uſe, had their de- 
gn received any proſperous beginning. The people call thar 
peace (ſuch as it was) to mind, which they enjoyed when King- 
ly Power was in its glory : They obſerve further , that fince the 
day there was no King in England, the Nation hath been expo- 
ſed co the perillous hazards of divers and fearful changes ; here- 
upon they conclude; that we ſhall have no laſting peace without 
a King ; and this makes them look backward with a luſtful hearr 


after the Old Government again, becauſe they have ne 
experience, nor the knowledge of a New. 


ither the 


2 Ir was obſerved howthe Spirit of the Prelatical Party was 


inflamed and inga 


ed upon endeavours againſt that Chriſti :n Li- 


berry now in uſe, and for the reducing of diſſenting Chriſtians 
unto the old wniformsry in matters of Faith and Worſhip ; and 
that, during the laſt Afſembly under the late Proteffor, Can ir 


be 


wo (7). | 
be imagined rhat ever they bare raiſed-theic hopes up t. 
that height » and have laboured ſo _—_— eo obcain their de- 
fires, if they had known ey ſhould nor have prevailed?. and 
know ir they might, in caſe Parliaments were prohibited from 
anſvering ſuch deſires. Ir is to be feared, that whiles Parliaments 
are at liberty ro grant, there will not be Peritioners wanting co 
ask , for an A or an Ordinance to moleſt and trouble even 
peaceable-minded people, becauſe they make not one mind and 
judgement with ochers in ſome particular points of Religion ; 
and peradventure ſome ſucceeding Parliament may be ſoliciced 
with one Petition to chuſe a King again out of the Family of the 
Stwarts » When the Royal Spirir ſhall become willing to a& for 
the obtaining of chat by deſire, which it could not gain by force. 
Bur if ſuch a Baſis and Boundary were ſetled x of the want of 
which the firſt conſideration infinuates a complaint, ir would put 
the ſaid turbulenc ſpicit to rebuke » and cauſe it to ſurceaſe its 
action » and in ſhort time incline ſuch as are led by that ſpirit, 
to reſt on it, as perceiving now at length what they muſt crult co, 
alchough haply they may not have ſo good a liking thereof upon 
irs firſt erection. 

3 The ſame hand that gathers together, and builds up, may at 
anothet time (ecodems jure) pull down, and ſcatter abroad :. No 
inſtances more ordinary then thoſe of this kind : How then will 
the Honour of this preſent Parliament, and the jult Liberties of 
the good people of the Land be preſerved and maintained in 
that due reſpeR and (tare, as become borh , if another day may 
lay the glory of theic beſt andchoiceſt af; in the duf ? The ſame 
Parliament may undo that anon, which it ſelf made up but now : 
So *cis confelt , that a ſucceeding Parliament may devoure and 
break in pieces the beſt compacted frame made by the fwple and 
bare Authoity of a former , and may ſtamp the refidue under its 
feer. If then ( Gentlemen) you are careful ro keep thac 
ground which the Parliament and your ſelves have gained (and 
it is monſtrous to think otherwiſe of you; and to gain that 0- 
ver into the ſame poſſeſſion or cuſtody which remains yet unre- 
deemed, (receive this word from the mouch of a worm) Ler all 
heedfulneſs and diligence poſlible be uſed co ſer /invirs and bounds 
to all furure Powers, that they may not break over to invade 
the peoples Rights : And ler all hazards bz provided againit 
(except that againſt which there is no proviſion to be )1 
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mean an irreſiſtable and over-flowing force » out of whoſe hands 
no humane power can redeem,) By which one work , the Wor- 
thies in Parliament and Army will more enoble chemſelves and fe- 
licitate poſteriry, then by an hnndred As or Ordinances made 
wirhour ſuch a preceding proviſion. And itis co be hoped , that 
if ſuch a ſettlement be laid, and /imits fixed, the powers of Heaven 
will ſo far own it, andſiand up ſo cloſe to ir, as that the molt Po- 
rent and Malignant Intere(t in the world ſhall never be able co 
ſubvert and deftroy ic , nor obſcure its glory ; bur that all at- 
rempts to that purpoſe ſhall prove molt tfatal.co the undertakers 
thereof. 

4-Noris it much;that Parliaments (hor 1d have Boundaries ſer to 
their Power and Authority, The great Creator -of the world 
hath prefixed roall his creatures their proper /mits : He hath 
ſer bounds to the Sea, beyond which ic may not paſs ; and other 
creatures have their Regions and Elements, as their bounded 
Spheres if gAfion : Man alſo is confined , both in his power, 
and his being. Ir ſhould not then ſound harſh in any ears, that. 
ſuch Supreme Courts, being Bodies Civil , ſhould have their * 
ſpheres aſſigned rothem. Our Anceltors have been commended 
for their wiſdome and care by ſome, in limiting and ſetting out 
the being» aiting, and continuing, even of Parliaments themſelves. 
It is true, we have ſome aflurance that our Repreſentatives in 
that High.Conre (becauſe they are our Repreſentatives, and cho» 
ſen by us) willfeer directly to the peoples good , and not ex- 
ceed thoſe bounds , leſt by doing otherwiſe, their Honors ſhould 
ſuſtain a loſs 2 Bur it is a greater aſſurance, if they may not tranſ- 
oreſs, bur with the peril of cheir lives , which danger may be 
ſill before their eyes , if they alſo are confined within ſuch a 
Law which they may nor abrogate » but with capital ſufferings, 
as the guilt of ſuch a Treaſon doth deſerve. Thus much only 
for inlargement upon the conſicerations offered in the firtt 

lace, 

: 5 Asforrhe Articles of Propoſal comprehended in the Ad- 
"dreſs and Petition before mentioned, the ſum and ſubſtance of 
them have been ſo much, and ſoearnelily contended for already, 
that there would be the leſs ro be done here upon them , were 
che hearts and ſouls of all parties inclined co follow their ovn 
principles with ſuch exa&neſs as becomes men of reaſon, worth, 
and honour ; bur becauſe the contrary is incident to our hu- 
mane 
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mane tare, of which we have had coo much experience, ic wil 
nor, I hope, be grievous to inſiſt a liccle on ſome of thoſe parti- 
culars. * 

The Original of all juſt Power and Authority is reſolved into 
the peoples hands, and that by the judgement of the Parliamenc 
itſelf. . The Stateſmentell us of three wayes, by which Ruling 
Powers are ſer up for Government. The firſt is by Divine Conſe- 
eration » Or immediate Dictate of God : By this way Aoſer, thar 
meek ſpirit, becam* a Governour over the Tribes of /ſrae/. The 
ſecond is by (onqueſt ; and the lalt is by popular conſent. There 
is no manifelt claim laid by our Rulers co either of the two for- 
mer ; and if there were ic.is a work of no inſuperable difficulty 
co itnplead and invalidate che Ticle, The laſt way thenis that 
in which we are to ſettle, and according to the rational rules 
whereof, the courſe of Government is to be Reered, The Mem- 
bers of this preſenc Parliament were choſen by the people ; ir 
mult be confeſſed ; and thereupon we have aſſurance, that they 
will diſpoſe things ſo, that the well-affe&ed and more judicious 
ſort may rezoyce inthem, and bleis the Lord that ever they were 
choſen : which diſpoſure of things mult be by ſerling the Go» 
vernment in ſuch a ways that their own and the Nations jult Li- 
berties (which are now the price of much blood and treaſure) 
may be preſerved from the uncertain determinations of future 
Ruling men, as far as humane wiſcome can ſecure them. The 
Commenwealth labours under a double Epidemical diftemper ; 
there is a reſtleſs ſpirit of faction and animoſity carrying men a- 
fide rowards private intereſts ; and there 1s a ſpi. it of «doubttul- 
neſs, in reſpect of publike , Adminiſtrations, no party being well 
and throughly perſwaded, where, in the mid(t of thole great Re-. 
volutions, which their eyes have ſeen, they ſhall at laſt come to 
botrom. (As for any forraign danger threatning us, it receives 
life from theſe, and will vaniſh, as the people are recovered our 
of this complex diſeaſe : ) What is more likely ro effe& the cure 
hereof, (I ſpeak with. ſubmiſſion) chen for our Noble Patriors in 
Parliament and Army, toendeavour their utmolt for the drawing 
of the people intoa general Conſent and Agreement ? Which is to 
be done nor by force and violence, or by any incerminating Law, 
but by an honourable example, and by real demonttrations, and 
ſolid reaſons, leading the judgements and che coniciences of the 
yet-unperſwaded willingly __— thereunto> according-to the 
: 2 [65s ſenſe . 
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ſ-nfe and rrae intention of the ſecond Article, What can be 
more likely ro corre& andcarry away thoſe peccatit hamours in 
the diſaffeted ſorry and to extinguiſh thoſe animoſiies which 
kindle and riſe up between patty and parry, then to preſent them 
with one common Baſis and Foundation , on which every ones 
Common Right may be ſecured? And when the more diſcontent» 
edparty ſhall have ſome fight of that preſervative, and of the So- 
veraign good which lieth therein , and ſhall perceive withall, 
that a reſtraint is laid upon their {piric of violence, that they can- 
not invade the common liberty and right of their neighbours at 
their pleaſure, rhey will, ere long, reſt rhemſelves conrented,and 
fir down under the Government 1n peace , when they ſee their 
own liberties and properties ſecured by it. 

6 Aſippoſition, that a very confiderable part of the people 
will nor conſent to, and ſubſcribe ſuch Articles as ſuch an Agree- 
ment ſhould contain, will not I hope ſuperſede the morion, nor 
difingage thoſe whom it may more eſpecially concern, from endea- 
vours topromore it : For, ler it be granted that ſuch a number, 
who having their judgements captivated by their paſſions, are 
thereby rendred uncapable of ſeeing the n_ publike goodwill 
thereupon refuſe to yield cheir conſents to the laying ofthis Foun 
dation-ſtone ; ſhall this hinder rhoſe who are berrer diſpoſed, and 
leſs prejudiced, roa® towards ſuch a ſerrlement» which hath been 
ſo ſolemnly declared and adjudged to be w1ibly of higheft moment 
to the Publike ? An ARof Parhament is interpretaitvely, and ac- 
cording to the mode of Parliament, an A& of the whole Houſe, 
alchough of four hundred Members, one hundred ninety and nine 
be negative in paſſing the Bill ; and ſuch an At if irbe general, 
conclades and ſhuts up every particular Member of the Com- 
monwealth unto obedience , although thoſe Gentlemen choſen 
for Knights and Burgeſſes had nor the voice of every particular 
and individual perſon cherein. If rhe major part conſent and 
ſubſcribe ro ſuch an «Agreement, why may it not be taken for the 
aoreement of the whole ? Or , ſhould the number of 'the non- 
ſubſcribers weigh down the balance, and upon the account , come 
forth the greater ; ſhall I ſay it is then queſtion , wherher the 
well-affeGed to that way ſhouldnegle& the means of their pre- 
ſervation, and of the ſecuring of their own Rights and Liberties 
ro themſelves and their poſteriries, becauſe their number is ex- 


ceeded ? But if ir be provided that the Non-Subſcribers ſhall be 
uncapable 


=") ag 
monwealth, and of giving theic voices. for .Members to fit and 
a& in the Supreme Court ; and ifthoſe alſo were ſabſtratted from 
the number of the whole Bady , who are indeed the conquered 
Party in the Nation ; if alſo ſome attive men, men that undet- 
Rand he nature and end of this work, and are able to anſwer the 
objections, and co remove the ſcruples which haply may be (mo-» 
deftly) made again ir, or raiſed upconcerning ir ; {although ſuch 
a draught ſhould be made molt plain, and as licrle liable to excep- 
tion as poſſible ) I ſay, if ſuch men were imployed in every 
County tor the management of the buſineſs, in tendering ſuch a 
draught £o the peoples and in taking their ſfabſcriptions, merhinks 
a very. competent, yea, a very conſiderable meafure of confidence 
may be adventured, that the Subſcribers would upon theſe terms 
amount to far the greater number of the people. 

7, Had ſuch a draught, upon which the eye of this preſent dif- 
courſe is faſtned, been concluded on, c red with ſubſcripri- 
onsas aforeſaid, and made unalcerable by any Repreſentative 
Power whatſoever, and had ir been made - High-Treaſon by rhe 
ſame Agreement for any perſon whatſoever ro endeavour the 
ſubverhon or alteration thereof by force or counſel , ir is more 
then probable, chat thoſe attempts that have been of late made 
againitthe preſent Power, and for the re-inforcing of anothers 
would never have been conceived, or brought forth , beeauſe of 
the pre-ingagement of rhe ſpirit of che people in the ſaid Agree- 
ment. Or, if thoſe men in whom the ſpirit of diſcontent and ma» 
lignancy is in its elevation, ſhould have aduencured , notwith- 
ſtanding,aRually ro endeavour the promotion of their own parti- 
cular intereſts, in dire& oppoſition co the general ſerrlement , a 
Tryal of ſuch men, as Traytors to the Commonzealth, at an ordi- 
nary Aſlize, in the face of the County, where ſuch a fa& ſhould 
be found to have been commirred, (in which Tryal, choſe Fun- 
damenrcal Laws contained in the Agreement z again{t which the 
malefaQors have riſen up, rogether with the plainneſs of the ren- 


| Cency of thoſe Laws to publike good » ſhould be explained to the 


people, and inculcated upon their minds , and the deſperareneſs 
and curſedneſs of the attempt for their ſubverſion unravelled and 
ſer forthgto the utter deteltation of che hearers) I ſay, that an 
open Tryal of rwo or three of the principal's or Ring-leaders of 
ſuch (nn. ** 19h + manner, 2nd che execution of Ceatainced- 
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dread ahid horror and would be more likely ro wear our their ſpi- 
x12 then the ſecuring of an hundred of them in a time of ſuſpiti- 
on and danger,and committing of them to the cultody of the Mar- 
ſhal, cill che cloud be a little overblown ; - this later being ſultai- 
ned-by then as an.honour,. not as a diſparagement , to their 
Caule, 


$. And for the prevention of ſuch differences as may poſhbly,. 


ariſe berween thoſe per lons, which ſhould be called rogerher our 
of every pa"ty of the well-afte&ed ſort, for the (tating and com- 
piling of inch Laws and Articles as that Agreement mult conlil} 


of, were that Compilement now: to be made without a Partern, 


That Drought which was once prepared and offered ro this Parli- 


ament, by the Lard Fairfax .and his Council of War (of which 


our Addreſs makes mention) may it having received (it there be 
need thereof )iuch alcerations or emendations as are found need- 
ful, by.conſulting with-che, Natural and National Rights of the 
People, and with ſome-other Draughts of the ſame kinde, bethar 
Body in © which! beth Parliament and Army may firit inſpire life, 
by giving their conſent and ſubſcribing ir»-and by commending ic 
therewich to.us in the Countries round about them as a Teſtimony 
of their real intentions and utmoſt endeavonrs for a ſound and equal 
ſettlement. , Then ſhall they be called the Repairers of the Breach, 
and the Re/torers of paths to dwell in : and until then, that Good, 
O14 Canſe of which there is ſo much talk in che World, will be ob- 
noxious to the ſubtilry.of the Foxes,and the raging fury of the Ly- 
ons of the Forrelt,. 

- 9. There is a double evil tobe endeavoured to b2 excluded by 
them that fic at theHelmn, an abſolute Monarchy, and perſecution 
for (onſcience : the eltabliſhing of a Free (ommonyealth, and the 
ſecuring of 1t from the force and violence of theſe two evil ſpirits, 
15 an eminent atrainment : Hic labors hoc opus eff. Anumerous 
multicude remember the old Government by Kings; and that 
Uniformiy In Religion which-was contended for by a Law, when 
Epiſcopacy was inits (irength; and they rerain a good liking there- 
of, with a refleQtion of dildain andhatredupon thoſe, as the cauſe 
of all their troubles, that, have had a hand in the demolithing of 
theſe,andnow take pleaſure in their Ruines, This intereſt (ic 
may be ſaid) will have:the, major voice in the Eleion of Kmghes 
_ Burgeſſes for Parliament ; and ſuch men are likely co be.tenc 


thithers . 
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'thirher, by cHeir choice, who I by by the ſame ſpirit with them: 
1s not the New (ommonnealth in danger now ? Parliaments alfo 
areerrable, and may be ſwayed to gratifie particular intereſts roo 
much, again(t the Common Right of all : And being now ſuppoſed 
ro be made up of ſuch, for che mott part, who bear upon them the 
Image of the Electors, will they not introduce Monarchy again, 
and uncharm andſer ar liberty that reltleſs ſpirit of perſecutions 
which finds the Rooms of roo many profeſſing men ſwept ard garms 
ſhed for irs entertainment ? what? ſhall we think that chat Honour- 
able and Supreme Coxrr, which ought (as the Lord Cook, well 
Taith) To give example wnto all inferionr Courts » will move or 
act dire&ly and manifelily contrary to that, whereunto they have 
conſented, and manifeſted their conſent by ſubſcription lying upon 
ublique and perpetual Record, and by conſenting have as far as 
in them lieth, made nnchangable ? ſhall we think char ſuch a Par- 
liament will endeavour to deliroy and lay waſt ſuch a Foundations 
which not only themſelves, but thoſe alſoby whom they are more 
manifeſtly intruſted, conſpired together to make unmovable,and to 
render it the ſure Baſis or Bottom for Government? Is all Faith and 
Hamane ftedfaſtneſs exiled the Breaſts and Conſciences of Engliſh 
men profeſſing Chrittianicy ; and gone toatrend in ſervice upon 
the Courts of Pagans ? No: Ir is to be preſumed, thar a few years 
will extinguiſh choſe diſcontents and heart-burnings which are in 
men, in as many, at leaſt,zas ned to be feared in this work : And 
that when they ſhall behold real intentions and proporrionable 
endeavours for publick good and ſettlement, they will contenc 
themſelves to buld uniformly on that Foundation, which they 
ſhall find laid for ſuch a purpoſe. Bur if doubts do till remain, 
notwichſtanding this,-concerning the inclinations of ſucceeding 
Parliaments to that ground and ſettlement, Let additional cautions 
and proviſions be made, and included in that g Agreement, for the 
further ſecurity thereof ; Ler it be declared and agreed that every 
Member of Parliameat ſhall take a So/emn Oath (a molt Religious 
Bond) not ro endeavour the Abrogation or Alteration of this A- 
greement of the People ; and ler it be put in execution according- 
ly : and beſides,'ic may be provided in the ſame, That ſome one 
man be choſen ar every Parliamenc-election, out of every Coun- 
fY2 to make an Aſſembly, during the fitting of Parliament, whoſe 
chief trult may bez to ſee that nothing be done contrary to that 
Fundamental Law ; And let this choice be to be made by ſuch on- 
ly 
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ly as are. maniſeſtly known to be againſt the ejefed Maorarchy; 
and for the liberty of (onſcience: Andif, after all cheſe preſerva= 
rive cautions, there be yer doubt and cauſe for doubting, the Law 
of neceſſity remains to be pur in ure, Which is to be the laſt refuge 
for ſafery, when all means elſe do fail ; and (I ſpeak under favour 
all along) there is an Army thar is needful co be kept up, to de- 
fend the chis Commonwealth thus ſetled, from rending winds and 
ftorms, whiles it is render and young. 

Io. A motion to the creating of ſuch an Aſſembly forementi- 
oned, which is to overſee the peoples Liberties contained in that 
oreat Charter, and to preſerve them from violence and under- 
mining, muſt nor prove irkſome or diſpleafing to the ſeverer ſorr 
of Commonwealths-men. Theſe Patriots are either, ſuch as ſtanJ 
averſe to that Liberty of Conſcience ſpoken of before, or ſuch 
whoſe judgements and affe&tions have adopted it, and are conten- 
ders for ir, The men ofthe firſt ſort, I hope, will not obtain thac 
happineſs (or rather unhappineſs) as co be heard and anſivered in 
their Deſigns and Deſires, God (1 trult) hath provided ſome ber- 
rer thing for the preſent Generation of his people , after all theſe 
Turns and Tumults, then to give up diſſenting Chrifiians into the 
wills and hands of ſuch men : And if theſe drive forward to the 
ſerling of an abſolute (ommonwealth, without ſome ſuch cautions 
and proviſions as are intended in the former” Section it is to be 
feared that the Good Old {auſe will at length bz undermined a- 
gain, andthe eg Mberters thereof rooted our ; there being'nothing 
more probable then that the well-affe&ed ro Religious Freedom 
will be out-voiced in chuſing Members for our great Court of 
Parliament (eſpecially as the caſe yer ſtands with the people :) 
what manner of men then, that great Council will conſiſt of, and 
which way they will ſet their faces,is no hard matrer to divine : ſo 
thar thoſe who are for the laying of the foundation of a Common- 
wealth without a Fundamental Agreement of the People; withour 
fearing, & thereby moſ ſolemn'y obliging2all Parliament Men to 
vive all true and faithful reſpe& and obſervation to that Agree- 
mentzwithout a number of men to fit & obſerve;that the Laws and 
Articles of the Agreement be kept inviolable, even by Parliaments 
chemſelves; and without an Army (at leaſt, for the preſent, as 
che ſtate of things yet is) to ſuppreſs all Inſurretions that intend 
the general Dilturbance of the Peace of the Commonwealth z or 
without ſome other means equiyalent, or Supertour in {trengrh, 
te) 
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y» Thoſe men who blick 
Aﬀairs wichour this, may be ſuſpe&ed for ſuch, who (cicher un- 
wittingly or of ſet purpoſe) contend'to have one door yer kept 0- 
pen for Tyranny and oppreſſion ro enter in upon its next Advan- 
e. Burthe Parliament and Army have given ſome reaſon to 
aflure us, that there is an hearr of loyalty to that Good Old Cauſe 
at firit contended for, lodged in their Boſoms z Ler not then c 
formalicies and pundiilioes of a Commonwealth, become the ſubje& 
of contention, to the loſs of the ſubſtance and life of the whole 
intereſt, If the Nation be to be preſerved from the return of 
that Monarchy, utder whoſe Power and Tyranny it once groaned, 
and from that bloudy arm of perſecution for Conſcience in Reli- 
gious things which bach been lifred up too often to the ruine of 
many precious men ; and if the Parliament and their Army, 
would be the ſaviours thereof from theſe in this day of its Diſtreſs 
and Difficulty, ler it not be thought much by any of them, thar 
ſrch means as is neceſſary, ſhould be imployed for the effefting of 
ſuch a Salvation and Protection ; alchough thoſe means, ſo ro be 
imployed or ſet up, comport not ſo exa&tly with the abſolureneſs 
ofa Commonwealth-form. Burt by this that hath been propoſed as 
a means for ſecurity z there is nothing added, except that which 
firſt paſſetn chrough the conſent and approbation of the people, 
in whom the Authority of ereting Governments reſides , (as it 
hath been ſaid) and ſo conſequently, nothing but what may paſs 
without much ado with all thoſe whoſe hearts and ſors are ad- 
dicted and devored to the general peace; juſt liberty, and perfe& 
ſetclement of the people. 
1t Thefixth Article in the Peticion pre-inſerted , is wholly 
beſtowed and laid out upon,and in the behalf of that great que- 
ftion, which is oppoſed with ſomuch fiery zeal by ſome , and ſo 
curtailed and ftrair-laced by others ; 1 mean, Liberty of Conſci- 
ence, in points of Faith, and of Divine Worſhip. When the 
Rights andFreedores of the people are fully, clearly, and per- 
fectly Rared and ſecured, in ſuch a way, and vfon ſuch terms as 
have been ſhewed in the former periods , there is no need that 
any more ſhould be done for this particular Liberty : Every 
may fit down under his own Vine , and may ( ſa/v4 conſciema 
ſua ) poſſeſs his ſoul in patience and quietneſs; the heavy fingers 
of the more tyrannizing ſort being, by that ſectlement, — 
a 


WIS. 


” : | « 

: ary ave.» iT L711 ” x; X'% wy N w Þ4 ” '4 . _ 
: L A584 - TD 

#CEPLLILIE o— 444 SYTLINEK 


ic is humbly defired in this Article, That thoſe whoſe principles 
ard praiſes are not offenſive to the publikg peace of the Common- 
wealth, may be tolerated and protetted in the profeſſion of their F agth 
and Judgement » however diſſenting from the commonly-recei- 
vel principles in Religion) and for that purpoſe, that all Laws, 
&c. to, the comrary thereof, may be vacated and made mull, 
This Article Petitions for no more, then what hath been ſolemnly 
and deliberately declared and publiſhed by the Council ofthe 4r- 
my (when time was) in their draught of the g Agreement before 
quoted, as their judgement anddefre : And of which, as being a 
part of that model framed and drawn up by them, they profeſled, 
thataccording to the utmolt extent of their judgements , it was 

the way to a moſt juſt and equal ſettlement. According ro which 

alſo, that Inſtrument of Government, ſeemingly intended for the 
Magna Charta of the Commonwealth ; and to rule after the Ar- 

ticles therein, that Proteftor , who 

. + The paſſages of the Governe uy A, Being of Protettor ar 
ment of that Great Man, toge- Che4ame inſtanc withir, lifted up his 

ther with his eatrance ito that hand, and ſwore by Him that liveth 
et aarang ans. 1} pence for eEVEr and ever ( the fulfilling of 
wah 67 urhalplrol wich oahs even inthis very point of 

roar 1 liſt aot to indulge or aff £19971) an che Caraſtrophe of that 
ia- their humour » who cry:4 Familyyis to be obſerved: f ) That I- 
Hoſanna rgHim, whiles he l3- ſtrument of Government, 1 ſay, declared 
ved, but after deatb do crucifie and ſerled this liberty, to the content 
him z which is 4 moſt rid:culous and oleafate .of the diihurtoo 
and unheſeemiag temper , and INC pieaure Ort tne Attienting godly 
the conſtant cyarafter of the in the Land, in as full and as large a 
vulgar ſpirit. ReadConſcience yyay (upon the matter) as this Article 
Oppreſſion ſet out in bis 11m?. 0 qefireg;. ſo that our lips move nor 

herein for any new Thing. 

12 The common ſort » whoſe underſtandings are nor ſo well 
acquainted with the work of the Goſpel , nor ſo conſiderate of 
the 'manner of its ſetling truth upon the hearts and conſciences 
of men, as is tobe deſired) are apt and ready, ar every-turn, to 
charge the commotions and broils riſing upin the Land, upon the 
h&ad of the SeRaries, men diſſenting from them in matters of 
Baich and Worſhip ; concluding and crying out amongſt them- 
ſelves, tothe inraging. one of another » that we fhall never have 

. / any 
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well-affe&ed people in the- Nations, even co the making of them. a 


And here I cannot but declare my wonder ( and the wonder of 
many more alſo) at that ſpirit of 4his Council , manifeſted in the 
fixth Propoſal of your Humble Perition and Addreſs ro the Parlia- 
ment, in theſe words: That all perſons that profeſs Faith in God the 
Father, and in | eſwus Chriſt, his Eternal Son, the true God, and in the 
Holy Spirit, God evequal with the Father and the Son, oxe God bleſſed 
for ever ; and ds acknowledge the Holy Scriptures of the Old and 
New Teft ament to be the revealed or written Word or Will of Gody 
ſhall not be reſtrained from their profeſſion » but hgve due inconrage- 
ment, and equal proteltion m the profeſſion of their Fauth, and exerciſe 
of Religion :: Provided that they abuſe not, &c, Who would have 
imagined rhat ever ſuch a thing as this is, ſhould iflue forth from 
between the feer of ſuch a Generation ? I will humbly cake the 
boldneſs, as a SpeRator only of theſe tranſactions; to reaſon and de- 
bare a lictle with chat ſpirit, wherewich you were acted in the com- 
piling and drawing up of this Propoſal : and this I will do, out of 
chat reſpe& I bear and owe to the Regal Dignicy of the Lord Je- 
ſus ; and that obligation which lieth upon me (a ſervant of the ſame 
Jeſus) co vindicate his Crown out of the bands of all unjuſt uſure 
pation whatſoever: yer with the ſalvage of all reſpe&ts of honour 
andelieem due to you- ( magnanimous and victorious Heroes ) the 
Promoters'of the ſaid Petition ; becauſe I have yer this full perſwa- 
Gon concerning you, that if you knew chat the ſaid ſixth Propoſal, 
or any part or merhber-cherecf, did look with any (the feaſt) maligne 
apect upon the 'Kingdome of _ you would take far more 
wes 2en 2 pains 
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| pains to expunge and blot ir our from before the eyes of Parkament; 


then, I ſuppoſe, you rook to draw it up, and to preſent it ro them. 
2 Itis (then) very queſtionable, whether that ſpirit » by which 
this propoſal concerning Liberty of Conſcience was projected and 
framed, were of God, and not rather a ſpirit of - ſe/fiſhneſs and car- 
zaluy, Whoſe way of ating is beneath, and moſt commonly againſt 
that of the Goſpel : Forbelides what is done to the diſcovery of its 
Deſcent and Lineage> by the intent and ſcope of the aid Propoſal, 
which it may and muſt be interpreted to de Ign and make towards, 
the very ftruQure and frame thereof is ſignificant enough, thar the 
Artificers were not therein 8641S axTei, taught of God ; and that the 
work it ſelf was not carried up by a Divine: Hard, Firft, you draw 
up» and give in ſuch a Symbol and (onfeſſon of Faith, or things to 
be believed, as neceflary ro obtain the protettion of the State , as is 
not by the Holy Spiric made neceſſary to the enjoyment or poſſeſſion 
of Heaven, Teh Chriſt in that molt ſweet and Divine Confefſion 
and Supptication of his to his Father » John 17. ver, 3+ ſaith thus : 
This us life eternal, to know thee the only true God, and Jeſw Chriſt 
whom thou ha#t ſent ; i. 6. Thoſe who know and acknowledge with 
heaft and conſcience, the Fatherfor their only trne God ,. or moſt 
Sovet aign 'Lord; and who in like manner acknowledge Feſus 
Chrilt for the Meſſiah,or Sent of God, are the undoubred Sons 
and Heirs of Erernal Life. And Pas/, that eminent and able Mi- 
nilter of the New Teftament , deſcribes the word of Faith thus in 
Rom. 10, That if thou ſhalt confeſs with thy month the Lord Teſws, and 
ſhalt believe with thy heart that God raiſed him from the dead, thou 
ſhalt be ſaved, Eran 4 moat» the gate that opens into that King- 
dome which is yet to come » is, by the great Oracle of the Hea- 
vens, declaredro be ffrait ; and it is no part of the prudence of 
man (nor doth it ſavour of true wiſdome 1n him to do as you have 
done,) neither is it a thing pertinent toman, for whoſe ſake this 
door or in-ler into Life is ſer open, to make it ſtraicer then the Au- 
thor of that Life hath made ir. Or ſhall wethink ic will redound 
© the honour or advanrage of any Commonwealth or Kingdome in 
the worldsto makethe terms and conditions of obtaining a place 
of reſtand peace in it, more rigid and ſevere, then thoſe the Di- 
vine Law-giver hath made for the enjoyment of a better peace and 
reſt aþove ? Tam reaſoning with: men of wiſdomes and therefore 
ſhall forbear many words. Ir is the judgement of the moſt judici- 
ous ſober, and learned ſorr of Chriſtians almoſt of all parties now, 
That the Fundamentals of Paith (I means ſuch things as are _ 
| Y neceſlary 
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neceſſary to be believed, in order to the enjoyment of life everlaſt= — 


ing) are few and clear; and therein rhey conclude with Saific 
Paxl, but condemn Athana/roe for drawing out his Creed into ſucha 
tedious Bed-roll of particulars, and therein fentencing all whodiſ- 
ſent in any one poing with an Anrethems Maranatha. - Secondly, 
there is not that care and exaQnels uſed by you, asis requiſite ro- a 
work of this moment , inſpeaking'concerning che Holy Scriptures; 
when you make the acknowledgement of the Holy: Scriprures of 
the Old and New Teſtament for the revealed or wrictten Word or 
Will of Gods as another member of your Creed, neceſſary to be 
believed, in order ro mens receiving encouragement and proteQi- 
On : For this ſaying, That the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New 
Teſt ament, are the revealed or written Word or Will of God ; can ad- 
mir of no toferable conſtruRion in reaſon , and as the thing will 
bear, otherwiſe then what the Apoſile Pas! ſaith of the Scriptare, 
that it is #$m1wF@, divinely inſpired ; or that the men which, tims 
after time, were _ din writing them, were ſet ro work , and 
enlightned anddirected in their work by che Holy Choſt :- And in 
this ſenſe indeed, they may be ſaid ro be the Will of God, :. e. ſuch 
a work as was diſpatcht and commended tothe world by the Will 
and diregion of God: Bur otherwiſe for rhe ſubje&t matter of 
Scripture, or things writtenza very conſiderable par: thereof is hi- 
RoricRh and relates (alrhough nor with ſuch fallibiliry as other Hi- 
ſtories do) the words and facts of men, which were many times as 
gain che Word or Will of God : As for the DoQtrinal , preceptive 
and promiſſory part of theſe ſacred leafs, they are in a more neer and 
tolerable ſenſe, ro be called the Word and Will of God. So that 
this Article of this Symbo/nunm Armatorum, or Greed of a Religious 
and Renowned Army, may prove a gin, and a ſnare, anda rock. of 
offence ro ſome who think as you think, upon the matter ; yet be-- 
cauſe they cannor ſpeak ſo as you ſpeak,withourt ſome diftintion and 
interpretation » ſhall have their proreQtion called into queſtions 
Thirdly, the compilement of this Propoſal, after the manner as you 
have. laidit down» gives occaſion unto men not interefled in the 
works to conceive ahid conclude ;- either-firfty that the DoQrine of 
Co-equality of perſons in the God-head is not containedin the Ho- 
ly Scriptures : Or ſecondly, that it is nor-ſo clearly contained there- 
in, but that it ſands in need of ſome diſtin& and accurate expoſure, 
elle more ordinary capacities could .not. be able to raiſe themſelves 
np to the obſervation and underſtanding thereof, Or, thirdly, that 
the, Council of Officers ftands indireQ oppoſition (in reſpeR of hue 
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knowledgement of the Divine Authority: of the Scriprares: another 
part of thoſe qualificacions ( diftinttim &- ſepararim.) 'wherewith 
thoſe are to be adorned that 'mult expe& ſafery from the Commons 
wealth : As if aman might acknowledge the. Seriptures to be true» 
and of G0d, and yet deny the Do@rine of the Trinity in the way 
that iris here propounded. - What ? would you have us to con- 
clude that the Do&rine of Co-equality of Pertons in the God-head, 
is not contained inthe Scriptures ? or elſe what mean you by this ? 
Ie js true indeedsthe Papiſts do acknowledge upon occation, that the 
Do&trine of the Ttinicy of Perſons in the ſame ſubſtance, is &yparr, 
a Tradicion (in the \modern ſenſe of the rerm Tradition :) - And will 
you make the belief of Traditions neceſſary, for men to have liber- 
ry of converſe in your- Commonwealth ? Ir is confsfſed again by 
thoſe that are-neither Papits, nor Socinians, that thar Do&rine of 
the Trinitys as propoſed by you, is nor ſo clear in Scripture, as ſome 
other things of greateſt importance : Ah ! Gentlemen will you 
preſsſo hard upon. thoſe whoſe eyes ſee not things thar are an'the 
dark , that they ſhall have: neither part nor lot in that peace and 
ſafety of this Commonwealth, which hath been purchaſed by your 
hand, in a great meaſure thereof; becauſe they. do not ie thar 
which the molt ſeemg part of your ſelves declare ro be myſterions 
and obſcure, and (ina ſenſe invicble? - Or are the Socinians men of 
ſo ill deſervings in your eye that (alchongh Pax/ nor Jeſus exclude 
them not heavens by their. Creed (as hath been ſhewn,yer) you will 
leave them our of your Petitionzto ftand or fall before the grear Ma- 
ers of, the Commonwealth 3 and rhereby.render chem obnoxious 
tothewild Beaſts of prey which range abroad inthe Dark 7 what £= 
vil have theſe done againlt rhe peace and Sere/ement of the Nationy 
that they ſhould. be rhe men ſingled our above all others, and et up 
-as a mark-for their Neighbours ro ſhoot cheir Arrows, ſharpened 
with indighation, againtt ? yow-catinorzthereforesOh you mighty 
Ones! but perceive, how'that in the very framing of this Propoſal, 
you lwete ted by a ſpirit not of God; nor by your own ; for them your 
work would have bzefi mote: tompaets! clear, uniform and publickly 
beneficjal ; 'bur by'a ſpicic cloathed in Black), datkneſs being the 
Region thereof; from whence proceeds hoching bur diſorder, blood- 
ſhed arid outrage : you have ſumbledin-the very draught thereof; 
end thereby: have {aid operyour wealineſs':* And Ach GOIN 
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Brethren x@bow(dowh : men never aR ina way more unſeemlys in- 
diſcreet, and unlike ta mer, then when they endeavour -rowasds the 
yg of Inltrumengs of force to have ro do in things pertaining 
ro-God, - - | ; | 

2 The ſubſtance and ſcope of this Propoſal of yours which we 
now have under queſtion,. is to ſhew what manner of perſons 
they are» and mult be » who, you would, ſhould be received into 
the favour and protetiion of the State - wherein there is at in» 
timation alſo implicicely and conftruRively delivered and given, of 
that ſort of men, which you ate Willing ſhould be- left -ouc withour 
the Lines of that Protetion. Had you left none without that pale, 
but ſuch whom your ©zxondam-General, and the Nations Protector 
was Willing to have to fall under che cognizance of the Cir Afa- 
giſtrate, in his Speech to the Parliament » Jan, 22,1654 page 18, 
19. there isnot a pet Idare believe , would have been lifred vp 
toencounter your Proceedings herein , except by thoſe who have a 
mind to lord ovet the conſciences of all men differing from them bur 
in the leaſt points : But that you ſhould leave out a Generation of 
men, Which in the judgement of their Adverſaries are contemptible 
neither for number, nor for their intellectual nor moral Quilifica- 
tions, and theſe ro0, many of theminſtrumencal for the Redempri- 
on of that Liberty of which che religious and well-afteted amongſt 
the people are partakers, at preſent ; and meaſure them for defitu- 
Qion, rather then preſervation, or protettion ; this ſhewerh you to 
the world, upon that fide which you were not, wont to be ſeen on ; 
for hereby you exhibir-your ſelves to publike'views as menof a nar» 
row and low ſpirit, forgetful of your antient principles, and igno- 
rant of the true bounds of Chriſtian Libercy 3- and not -men af 
publike ſpirits, as you have formerly ſheyn your ſelyes ro be. 

3 The Lord of Hoſts made youinſtrumental and ſerviceable ro 
the vanquiſhing of that perſecuting power ſerlad in the Hierarchy ; 
and cothe ſuppreſſing of the fame- power in its forwardneſs of en- 
deavour to riſe up in the High-Presbytery. Can-ic enter into your 
choughgsz that the Arm of the Jehovah was made. yours » and did 
erect ir ſelf in yous to the extorting of that Sword of Perſecution 
for Conſcience our of the hands of thoſe two interelts ſucceſhvely, 
with an intent that you ſhould at laſt pur ic into that hand which 
pay prove molt heavy ? When the power of proſecuting) and caſt- 
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ſedin ant br go geek » and they were delivered up to be 
rormented, the (vil cMagifrate might poſſibl have been implo- 
red to have ſhewn mercy, and to have in ed, by ſome means 
or other, for the mitigation ( if hor the whole raking off) of the 
judgement threatned : but when thoſe that ſhould be for Ciries of 
Refuge co the oppreſſed and zfflifted , ſhall themſelves be veſted 
with a power to afflidt in the ſame kind ; how ſad and lamentable is 
it like ro be, waen they ſhall have a mind and will to a& according 
$0 that power, there being no conſiderable or equi-ponderating in- 
rereſt left, as likely ro mediate with any ſpirit of leniry ? 

4 Ir is nor long fince the ſpirit of a deep ſlumber poſſeſſed many 
of . you ; at which time you appeared to the well-diſpoſed and belt- 
ſeeing amongſt the people , as men that had utterly forgotten your 
old Ingagements, and the many Proteſtations you made to aſſerr and 
maintain, to your utmoſt, the jwfF Liberties of the honeſt people 
of the Land : Now through the providence of God, you have been 
awakened to ſee your own defections , and to re-mind that from 
whence you were fallen , conſider then what agreement and pro- 
portion there is between your aforeſaid Ingagements, andthis new 
Propoſal : Shall the glory of your Repentance be ſtained with aAt- 
ons of amore unworthy and unhandſome charaRter , then thoſe 
of yours were before your Back-ſliding ? You profeſs that you 
have attained to a ſenhbility of your eMpoſtate ſtare ;- be humbly 
and ſeriouſly admoniſhed then to bring forth fruits meet for Repen- 
tance ; that God and man may take pleaſure in your Revival, * 

5 Many of thoſe who diflent from you in Doarines of God, 
who are yer peaceable in the Land , were taught by you to chal- 
lenge and defire their liberty in matters vf Faith, and cheir exemp- 
tion from the cognizance of any Civil Judicature upon their D1ſ- 
ſent. Such a thing as this, your Declarations, you Remonſtrances, 
Cc. contended for, and that too, with ſo much ſtrengrh and preg- 
nancy of Evidencepand light of Reaſon, that ſome of choſe whom 
you now leave to themſelves to petition for their own /berty, as 
you have done for yours, became Proſelytes ro you , and to that 
Cauſe , at firſt conrended for by you ; (co the- ſetling andſecuring 
of which, youdid moſt ſolemnly and ſeriouſly ingage your ſelves) 
by means of your Declarations, and thoſe other wayes'of your ar- 
Suing of it out, Some by-ſtander unprejudiced.z'and incerefled 
neither in your wayes » nor in the way of thoſe whom 'you now 
leave 


any rigid cenſures or determinations paſ- 
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mit, (Pſal. rr9:whih were by him intended for'a DT 
Gods eſs , and of the rich ſufficiency of his Laws for coun» 
ſelling) to the menof your Excommunication, and ſays they are become 
wiſer then their Teachers, &'c. You were men eminent for publike- 
you 
your 


neſs of ſpirit ; how is your wine turned into water ? and 
many ſons of imitation » children who drew rheir lines 
lines., and builded after that plat-form drawn out by your [1ves : 
How narrow-ſpiriced ſhould theſe become, if chey ſhould rake you 
for their example in this buſineſs alſo; and de as you have done ar 
laſt ? 

6 Burt you are at variance with your ſelyes in this and ſome for- 
mer Propoſals, and renders of your. minds abour this kind of 1;- 
berty; which is not a matter of much difficulty to make appear. I 
ſhall preſume upon your patience, whiles I am endeavouring a brief 
diſcovery thereof: And although many of your papers will manifeſt 
how foully you have fallen upon your ſelves in this your late at- 
tempt and expedition ; yet ( becauſe I would not be over-tedions ) 
I will ſingle out only rwo for that purpoſe 3 1z. your Declaration 
of eAuguſt 2.1647. and your Draught of an Agreement of the 
People , preſented to the Parliament ; rogerther with a Petition, 
Tan. 20. 1649+ ( By the way , 1 make choice of theſe two fore- 
mentioned works of yours, above any other, ove of which to pro- 
duce inſtances ſhewing your variation becauſe theſe were drawn ut 
by you, and offered ar the feer of State , at ſuch rimes in which 
there were the greateſt, and ( ſeemingly ) the moſt intent endea- 
yours for the laying foundations to a firm and well-grounded peace; 
and-the times wherein borh of rheſe papers were conceived and 
PR reſpe&ively, were ſuch, in which the eyes of men were 

xeq upon the Army, in expectation of ſome greatthing ; and there» 
fore ir is to te ſuppoſed thar rhey did their utmolt, according- as 
both ſeaſons required, for the ſerling and eſtabliſhing of che Righes 
and juſt Liberties of the people , which rhey hygd ſo frequently and 
earneſtly declared and ingaged to endeavour.) In, the former of 
the ſaid papers,page g. it is propounded, in order tothe clearing and 
ſecuring the Rights and Liberties of the Kingdome , and the ſer- 
lmg of a juſt and laſting peace , ( as the Title of the ſaid Propoſals 
ſpeak) © That an Att be paſſed to take away all Coercive Power, Au- 
©rhority, and Turiſdittion of Biſhops , and all other Ef Of 
© cer whatſoever, extending to. any. civil, penalties npo®- 4ny 5 te 
* repeal" all Laws whereby the Civil © Magiſtracy hath been, or i 
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© an) 01941, pengltios againſt any perſons ſo cenſured: , And that there 
© be a repeal of all TE Clanſes i any Att, oy 346 any penalty for 


© not coming to Churchor for meerings elſewherez for prayer » or ot 


© Religions Duties, Exerciſes or Ordinances ; and ſome other proviſion 
© op be made for diſcovering of Papiits and Perl Recuſants, and for 
© diſabling of them, and f all Jeſmutes or Prieſts, from diſturbing the 
©Srate. Upon which Propoſals it may be obſerved, amongit other 
things ; Firſt, Thar ic was the dehre of the Army, that no coercive 
power abour or concerning matters of. Religion. (that being a part of 
what befare fell under the cognizance of the Eccle(iaſtical Officers) 
ſhould continue or: refide- inthe, hands of any ; for they propoſe, 
Thar all ſuch Juriſdiction of Biſhops ſhould be taken away, and this 
wirhour the leaſt provihon.or intimation given for the uſe or exer-= 
ciſe thereof, by.any other Incereſt whatſoever. Secondly, They 
leayeittothe care of the Parliament co provide onely againſt the 
diſturbance of the Scate by Papiſts or Jeſuites, when fuch Acts which 
impoſe any penalties for not coming ro Church or for metings elſe» 
where for Prayers, or other Religious Duties , Exercilgg or Ordie 
nances, ſhould be by Them repealed. Now if the Exerciſe of coer- 
eve power, Turiſdithion, or Authority extending to crvil penalties for 
matters Eccleſiaſtical, were adjudged unwarrantable, and againſt che 
Rights and Liberties of the People, and Peace of the Nation, when it 
remained in the hands of the Biſhops, may it nor be ſuppoſed and ap- 
prehended to be of the ſame evil Nature, and to. have the like ren» 
dency in what hand ſoever it be ? or was it nor intended in thoſe 
dayesto be taken our of their Hands, with a Deſire that it ſhould 
never come into any.other ? This without controverkie , .was the 
Deſigne of the ſpicic of the Army at thar time; ifir can but be called 
into.Remembrance ; and thus much alſo the Propoſals themſelves, 

being carefully obſerved, do, with clearneſs enough, intimate. A+ 
gain, In your Draught of an Agreement of the People.,. you. in the 

eighth Head of the fgid Draughtſpeaking ofthe Power and Supreme 

Truſt which the Refteſentatives of the People, ſhould be underſtood 

to haye, declare ana agree to have it extznd (amongſt other things) 
ts the hig heFt and final Tudgement concerning all natural or civil things ; 

but riot concerning things Prirtmal or Evangelical, And concerning 
Toleration; and the Qualifications of perſons to be tolerated by the 

State, you declare and agree in the third particular under the zinth 

Atticle, which is expreſly intended for Religion, « That ſuch as pro» 

«feſs faich ig God, through Jeſus Chriſt, (however differing in Judg-+ 
| © ment 
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« forth) ſhall noche refirained from,but ſhall beprocedted —_—_ pro- 
« feſlion of their fairrandexerciſ@qt religion according ro their con- 
« ſciences, in any place (except ſuch'a##thall be ſet aparr for the pub- 
« lick Worſhip, Where we provide nor for "them, except they have 
© leave) ſo as they abuſe nor rhis Liberty ro che«Giytl Injury of 0- 
©thers, or t9 the aCtual Diſturbance of che publick-Peace upon 
© their parts, Now (Gentlemen) ler theſe Paſſages of yours, 
fore-recired,be reviſed by youand compared with that Propolalican- 
cerning Religion and Toleration , which you have now made to this 
Parliament and which is now under Debate ; and you cannot bur 
obſerve a very great Alteration (I may ſay, withour impeachment of 
falſchood, or waſte made upon your Names or Honours, a very 
great and molt deplorable Declinarion) of Minde and Spirits about the 
Liberty of Religions People, and that too, in things of greateſt mo- 
ment and importance b2ing ſuch as reſpe& God, and the Conſcien- 
ces of men. Produce your ſtrong Reaſons; let the Grounds and 
Cauſes of this prodigious Change of yours be manifeſted, and ler ir 
be known, why you are not of th2 ſame minde in the things of this 
concernment, andin order to the ſerling and ſecuring of the R_#ghrs 
and Liberties of the people, 1659. as you were of, Auguft 1.1647. 
and Jan.15.1649. that ſothoſe who made one and the: ſame minde 
with you, concerning Ltberry in Relgion, mays if your change be ra- 
tional and for the belt, convert, with you, to a better, and more ſo- 
ber Judgement (pardon my plainneſs;for I have it in my heart to ho- 
nour you more; then any Flatterer..in the world will do , although I 
thus ſpeak.) 

7. Nor will it be much available to redeem you from under the 
ſafterings of this contradiction, to ſay, That although you have in- 
deed petitioned for men of ſuch a CharaQter as you have given in 
your Propoſal,and onely for ſuch, yer you have not petitioned againſt 
any other ; and ſo have nor offered an occaſion ro any» to complain 
of wrong done to them by that Propoſal. Ir is true indeed ; ſome 
kinde of thanks may ( haply ) be due to him who wiil nor 
wiſh me any harm » although he utterly refuſe rowiſh me well ; and 
in this reſpe&, ſome tribute of chankfulneſs may be paid to you, by 
thoſe for whoſe Liderry you have propoundednothing ; yer ir is ſuch 
that will not much convert co your honour or glory, Bur ſecondly, 
and 1ccording to this conſtruction of. your Propoſal, you leave rhe 
men excepted by you, to the mercy of Parliaments ; many of whoſe 
Members you cannot but ——_— \ are likely ro be, men of a far 

3 leſs , 


© bound, upon any. EeclefaRtical cenſure, to proceed ( exofficio) une 
© an) civil pete ep 9 per ſons ſo cenſured: And CW a 

© be a repeal of all eAits,or Clauſes in any Att, impoſing any penalty for 
© not comming to Churchior for meetings elſewhere, for prayer » or ot 

© Religions Duties, Exerciſes or Ordinances ; and ſome other proviſion 
© op be made for diſcovering of Papiits and PP Recuſants, and for 
© diſabling of them, and f all Jeſmutes or Prieſts, from diſturbing the 
©Srate. Upon which Propoſals it may be obſerved, amongtt other 
things ; Firſt, That ic was the dehre of the Army, that no coercive 
power abour or concerning matters of. Religion. (that being a part of 
what befare fell under the cognizance of the Ecclehaſtical Officers) 
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ſhould continue or: refde- in.the, hands of any ; for they propoſe, | 
Thar all ſuch Juriſdition of Biſhops ſhould be taken away and this | 
wichour the leaſt provihon or intimation given for the uſe or exer- | 


ciſe thereof, by any other Incereſt whacſoever. Secondly, They 
leayeir tothe care of the Parhamenr co provide onely againſt the 
diſturbance of the Scate by Papiſts or Jeſuices, when (ch Acts which 
impoſe any penalties for not coming ro Church or for metings elſe- 
where for Prayers, or other Religious Duties , Exerciigg or Ordis 
nances, {ſhould be by Them repealed. Now if the Exerciſe of coer- 
eve power, Turiſdittion, or Authority extending to civil penalties for 
matters Eccleſiaſtical, were adjudged unwarrantable, and againſt the 
Rights and Liberties of the People, and Peace of the Nation, when it 
remained in the hands of the Biſhops, may it nor be ſuppoſed and ap=- 
prehended to be of the ſame evil Nature, and to. have the like ten- 
dency in what hand ſoever it be ? or was it nor intended in thoſe 
dayes to be taken our of their Hands, with a Defire that it ſhould 
never come into any.other ? This without controverkie , .was the 
Defigne of the ſpirit of the Army at that time; if ir can but be called T 
into,Remembrance ; and thus much alſo the Propoſals themſelves, Q 
ls being carefully obſerved,.do, with clearneſs enough, intunate. A» y 
al 
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gain, In your Draught of an Agreement of the People.,. you. in the 


eighth Head of the fgid Draughtſpeaktng ofthe Power and Supreme 

Truſt which the ReFteſentatives of the People, ſhould be undetfiood k 

to haye, declare and agree to have ic extend (amongſt other things) " 

29 the higheft and final Judgement concerning all natural or civil things; fl 
| but not concerning things Pirtmal or Evangelical, And concerning i 
| Toleration; and the Qualifications of perſons co be rolerared by the tt 

Stare, you declare and agree in the third particular under the gintch ar 
| Atticle, which is expreſly intended for Religion, « Thar ſuch as pro» m1 

«feſs faich ig God; thr M 


ough Jeſus Chriſt, (however differing in Judg- 
« ment 
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-« ment from the DoEtine, Worſhip, or Diſcipline publickly held 
« forth) ſhall ne@be refrained from,but ſhall beprocedted inthe pro= 
« feſſion of their fairvandexerciſ®at religion according to their con- 
© ſciences, in —_ (excepr ſuch a#Khall be ſer aparr for the pub- 
© lick Worſhip, 'where we providenor for"them, except they have 
« leave) ſo as chey abule nor rhis Liberty ro che*Giytl Injury of 0- 
©thers, or t9 the aQtual Diſturbance of che publick- Peace upon 
« their parts, Now (Gentlemen) ler theſe Paſſages of yours, 
fore-recired,be reviſed by you,and compared with that Propolal;con- 
cerning Religion and Toleration , which you have now made to this 
Parliament, and which is now under Debate ; and you cannot bur 
obſerve a very great Alteration (I may ſay, withour impeachment of 
falſehood, or waſte made upon your Names or Honours, a very 
great and molt deplorable Declinarion) of Minde and Spirit, abour rhe 
Liberty of Religions People, and that roo, in things of greateſt mo- 
ment and importance> b2ing ſuch as reſpe& God, and the Conſcien- 
ces of men. Produce your ſtrong Reaſons ; let the Grounds and 
Cauſes of this prodigious Change of yours be manifeſted, and ler ic 
be known, why you are not of th ſame minde in the things of this 
concernment, and in order to the ſerling and ſecuring of the R ghbrs 
and Liberties of the people, 1659. as youwere of, Auguft 1.1647. 
and Jan.1 5.1649. that ſothoſe who made one and the ſame minde 
with you, concerning Lrberty in Region, may if your change be ra- 
rional and for the belt, convert, with youz to a better, and more ſo- 
ber Judgement (pardon my plainneſs;for I have it in my heart to ho- 
nour you more, then any Flatterer..in the world will do , although I 
thus ſpeak.) 

7. Nor will it be much available to redeem you from ander the 
ſafterings of this contradiction, to ſay, That although you have in- 
deed petitioned for men of ſuch a CharaQter as you have given in 
your Propoſal,and onely for ſuch, yer youhave nor petitioned againſt 
any other ; and ſo have nor offered an occaſion ro any» ro complain 
of wrong done to them by that Propoſal, Ir is true indeed ; ſome 
kinde of thanks may ( haply ) be due to him who will nor 
wiſh me any harm » although he utterly refuſe rowiſh me well ; and 
in this reſpe&, ſome tribute of thankfulneſs may be paid to you, by 
thoſe for whoſe Libzrry you have propounded nothing ; yer it is ſuch 
that will not much convert ro your honour or glory. Bur ſecondly, 
and 1ccording to this conſtruction of your Propoſal, you leave rhe 
men excepted by you, to the mercy of Parliaments ; many of whoſe 

embers you cannot bur am are likely ro be, men of a far 
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ſes Latitude, in regard of Chrithan Liberty, theti your ſelves : fo 
chat your defign and undertaking is of a fad regret, even: ro your 
ſelves ; for all the water wherewith P:/ate waſhed his hands, at the 
arraigument of Jeſus Chritt will never clear him for a man of Inno- 
cencys abour the death of that Juſt Perſon ; becauſe he engaged net 
his utmoſt to deliver Him from the rage of his cruel and tyrannizing 
Adverſaries. *He that redeems not his Neighbour from injury if 


Ir be in the power of his hand ro doit, concraQts the ſame guilrupon 


his foul with him chat doth che wrong. Thicdly , and that alſo 
which 1s of an obſervation no whit infer1our to the other, in your 
former Propoſals, Declarations and publick Tenders, you have afſer- 
red it fot your Judgement, That the way to the ſettling of the peace 
of the Nationzand the ſecuring of rhe Rights and Li-erties thereof,is, 
amonelt other things, by providing for the ſafery of all Chriltians, 
however differing in DoEtrine, Worſhip or Diſcipline,from the pub» 
lick profeſſion of the Nation. Bur fourthly and laſtly, You have 
moſt ſolemnly engaged your ſelves, once and again , - inthe pre- 
ſence of God, and inthe view and obſervation of the world, to en- 
deavour your uttermoſt, for the aflerting and vindicating of the juft 
Freedoms of the People ; mere eſpecially of the well-affeed ſort : 
ſo that it lyeth on you ro prove that the men for whom you. have 
ſpoken neither word nor ſyllable in your Perition,are diſaffeed and 
malignantly enclined, with whoſe Toleration the peace of rhe Na- 
tion cannot conſiſt, becauſe of their turbulent and ſedirious ſpirit, or 
that cheir Liberry of thinking and ſpeaking concerning God, Chriſt, 
@ eeaccotding ro the Dicares of their conſciences, is un;juii, and a- 
?ainſt the Fundamental Laws of the Land : or thirdly , you are to 
draw a line of vanity over this your Propoſal , as not reaching the 
Heights and Depths the Lengths and Breadths of that Good Old ( auſe, 
the declared end of your Engagements, Oc laſtly, You may, with 
rrembling, expeR that the faithful and onely wiſe God, who is a con» 
ſuning Fire, and whoſe Eyes have ſeen the De{ignes and Outgoings 
of your ſouls from Naſeby hitherto, will ſooner or later, powre cur 
contemptupon your Heads, and judge you as men that break Prom- 
fes and religion Vows are judged. 

$. But upon what fide ſoever this Propoſal is to be taken, it ſee» 
meth to me that; as it proceedeth from you, the honourable (oun- 
el of the Army, 1t will be charged through with this enſuing Di- 
lemma ; either ic wills that none bur thofe whoſe Judgements are 
conſtituted accorditg tothe Rules therein expreſſed, ſhould be tole- 


rated and proteRted in their profeſſions with the prorection of the 


Cons 
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Commonwealth ; ot effe rhat rhofe who are ef znccher Conffitmcion; 
ſhould a& in their own behalf, as the Council of Officers hath , by 
this, done in theirs. .If in the former way, Then the foregoing and 
the following Arguments, in this Diſcourſe, rife np both againſt ic, 
and them. If inthe later, where is thar publickneſs of ſpicir, which 
che Authors of this Tender, once profeſled co be in them, by enga- 
ging for the Liberties of all che free-born people of the Land, as 
well as for their own ? | . 

'9. If wemay nor call this Liberty, thus extended as the preſent 
Debate contends to have it, the indubirable R:ght of the People ; 
yer at the lealt ir cannot but bz doubrful ro All chat have any minde 
ro queſtion things before rhey credit them, and become a Scrnple to 
men of Conſcience (after all chat which hath been urged, from cime 
ro time, in the behalf thereot ) whether it be xot the Right of Men. 
If it be ſo'(and how it can be otherwiſe, Icannor poflivly conceive) 
is it not far better , more ſuitable to che doubtful Conſcience of rhe 
State, aud much more likely to be well-pleafhng to Jeſs Chriſt, to 
erre upon the right hand of 1ndx/gence, then upon the lefr hand of Se= 
verity ? Mercy rejoyceth _— — in the moſt High : How 
much more ſhould choſe Gods of the World, who dwell in Houſes of 
(ay, and whoſe Foxndation is in the Du, ſhew Lenity and Mercy 
and not Judgement, who have reaſon in abundance; at leaſt ro doubr 
whether they oughre<o ſpare or ſtrike ? 

Io. The loud Exclamations of an accurſed Toleration, (for ſo ſome 
zealous men do phraſe it, who know not What ſpirit they are of ) are 
not muchro be obſerved in this Caſe, and at this tine of Settlement, 
(except it be for the rebuke of that unclean and Hery (piric from 
whence they proceed) nor will che Parliament, or Army, ' preſume, 
be driven by ſuch blaſts ro do or ſertle any thing, to the juſt complaine 
of any party whatſoever. For if Succeſles bz any Deciſions of things 
m Controverſie, or Dererminations of the Righreouſneſs or Unrigh- 
reouſneſs of a Cauſe or Quarrel (and there is ſome notice to be taken 
of a continued Line or Series of them) the Lord of Hoſts hath (as at 0- 
ther times, ſo) even now determined berween the Presbyrerian 
claim (in conjun&tion with the Royal Parry) and that ſort of men cal- 
ld Secaries : and from this there is a new Argument co bz raiſed 
and urged in the behalf of their Liberty. - Their uniting rogerher 
forthe Maintenance and Defence of the Cauſe of the Common- 
wealth, againſt them that roſe up to invade ir, is a paſſage of Provi- 
deuce, nor lightly to be paſſed over. They {tood up joyntly for the 
Rights and Liberties of the Nation in general, (in which their own 
are 


. ving thereof from the danger thzeatned ; and fot the ſafeguard of 
rhar Government, from which they do now expe& their proreQion. 
Is it juit or prudent to wichhold from them the Fruirof their Labors, 
which the good hand of Providence hath fade ro grow up for com- 
mon uſe ? ſhall theſe,or any of theſe,be laved and preſerved (through 
Divine Goodneſs) from the violence of the (ommon Adverſary, 
that looked with a rough countenance upon the whole , to receive 
blows and wounds in the houſe of their Friends, from whom chey 
have reaſon and aſſurance given to hope for beerer engercainmenr ? 
You may be pleaſed ro conhder from whom thoſe Exclamations, 
mentioned in the beginning of this Section, do break our ; and a= 
g4inlt whom they do ſparkle in their cage of fire ; and then judge. 
11. When that free and publick Spirit, that Spirir of, Ingenuity, 
Righteouſneſs and Moderation, wherewith you were ated in dayes 
of Old, coeth up into our Remembrance and Conſideration z we 
cannot but wonder at this Propoſal ; and ſuppoſe that there is nei-_ 
ther Root nor Branch , Head nor Foot of the Minde or Defire of 
the Council of Officers therein ; bur rather, that it is the ſpurious and 
unhappy produRtion of ſome diltempered Spiric » begotren in -the 
night, and impoſed on Yoy. For into whoſe Thoughts can ir enters 
chat an Army that hath contended for Religions Liberty ſo many 
years in Blood, and have made the Foes of the ſaid Liberty > how 
great and authoritative ſoever they have appeared to become their 
Footſtoolſhould give away With their own hands, wittingly,and with- 
out asking, that Liberty) or at leaſt, a very great part thereof, which 
hath colt chem ſodear and is the Price of the Lives of ſomany Men 
of Honour and Renown, which have fallen in the Purchaſe ? Ar 
ſuch a thing as this, the Heavens would be aſtoniſhed, ang the 
Earth confounded, ſhould it not be held andeſteemed by Men of rea» 
ſon, amonglt thoſe CMonſtra Horrenda, thoſe dreadful and mifhapen 
Monſters, which Nature is aſhamed to own. A perſwaſfion that this 
work is yours, could nor have the leaſt room in us who are Lookers 
on, and Obſervers of you , had you nor given 1t under your Hands, 
and held it up to the view of the World in Print : nay, we cannot 
bz ſo confident now, neither, that we ſee the Heart aud Soul of th2 
Armies Corncil therein ; bzcauſe ſome of you have wiſhed that that 
Propoſal had not been born,(ar lealt in that form in whichir now ſeeth 
the light) and otherszthat ir had nor been princed ; ſo unwilling have 
ſome among your ſelves, who are more tender of your Name, Cauſe 
and Honour, | rnacy chat your Nakedneſs ſhould not appear, Iris 


then 
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then, yehemencly co be faſpeRec f om divers.grounds of gueſſe.be- 
ſlides theſe two) that you have been impoſed upon, inthis your un- 
derraking ,.and that you have not uſed your own Eyes, nor your own 
Reaſon, nor your own Judgements, nay, nor your own Wills z bur 
by a (trange ceſſation of rheſe Arms upon your fide, youhave ſuffered 
re Jadgement and the Will of oze Mag:/terial Dottor, to triumph 
over you and yours,and to fit down in the Chair, Alas | Gentlemen, 
could you not ſee that that Doctor had a new Device and Deſigne ? 
The Charge which he gave upon the Socimax Party with: his Quill, 
being, even in the Judgement cf the Learned and more ſober of his 
own ide, bur weak ; and ſo not likely ro gain that Honour to the En- 
rerprizer » as might be expected ; nor co put his Adverſaries tothe 
Rour. He wheeles off from that kinde of ſervice,atid endeavours to 
picch his Tent amongt your Tents, and co engage the Parliament 
and Army in his Quarrel ; That what he ps do with his Argu- 
ments, they may (if poſſible) do with their Swords, : 

I 2+ For it 1s (indeed) bruited abroad amongtt ſome, for a Truth, 
thar one Finger ar leaſt, (if not the whole Head, and both the 
Hands) of Doctor John Owen, was in the compiling and drawing up 
of this Propoſal. The Materials, 1 confeſs, and the compadling 
of them together, do ſhew the Doctor ; and the Doctor in them 
fhewerh himſelf a man, led (nor by thar Spiric of Truth which was 
with Pax! in his-laying down that Article of Juſtifying Faith to the 
believing Romans: cap.30.9. nor by that Spirit of Sweetneſs , which 
the Nature and Form of Independency recyuires, but) by the Spircic 
of him (, Athanaſizs I mean) who made the deepeſt Myſteries, eſpe» 
cially as they are notioned by him, the Objets of ſaying Faith z and 
damned all that could not believe them : yer we finde nor that he 
(did, as this DoRor hath done) removed ſuch as diflented from his 
Creed, out of the countenance and proteRion of State.. And ſeeing 
Door Owen (if Reports abuſe him nor) hath had the greateſt ſhare 
in this performancezlet him obſervexthart if he pleaſe ro maintain the 
Cauſe of his narrow-cheſted Toleration, andto ſhew the grounds of 
its contraction, I dare preſume (becauſe thete are ſo many, who are 
expreſs and clear for perfe& Liberty) he will not want an Adverſary 
co combare with him : But if none of theſe ſhould ariſe to plead the 
Cauſe of an Intereſt ſo much miſtaken and deſpiſed, as this of Liberty 
LA Fire is-ſome Stone,at length, will ſpeak, rather then he ſhall 
20 off withoutencounter. But this by the way. Be adviſed,ye ſons 
of Honour and Eſteem, to take heed how you gratifie the will of one 
particular Intereſt or ſort of Men, again the Juſt Rights and hong 
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| doms of more then one z there being nothing more prejudiciat to a | 


Kingdom or a Commonwealth, then to advance one Party or Faction 
co the jult diſcontent of all the reft, Fan 

13- Bat if (notwithſtanding all probabilicies, yea, and this Coun» 
cil's own Old Tenders, to the contrary) irmplt be accepted for the 
Propoſal of the Officers of the Army : then, Gentlemen, 1 beſeech 
you have a liccle more patience with me » while I expoſtulare with 
you,and reaſon further thereupon ; and that roo, with reſpect of that 
Liberty fo: which you pecition in the behalf of your ſelves : Either, 
you dehire it as your Right and Due ; or as that which you would 
have conferred upon you meerly out of the Grace and Favour of the 
Parhament : if you move, in this part of your Addreſs, upon the lat- 
ter Foot of Account, then the Parliament; if they pleaſe, may deny 
your Requelt, and yer do you no wrong ir their denial. The Rea- 
ſon is Becauſe that which proceeds our of the meer Beneplacitumss 
the good Willand Grace of the Giver , cannot be challenged upon 
any other Terms then the Promiſe, {if there be any) of che Donor 
for the making of ſuch a Vouchſafement : where I owe nothing, I 
am not boundto make payment, Have the High Court of Parlia- 
ment bound themſelves by Prom:ſe to grant Liberty, rogether with 
their prote&tion and encouragement>to the Men of your Character 
and Qualification ? If your Motion herein be upon the former ; that 
is, If Liberty for Men of your Judgement be your Right, and there= 
upon you petition rohave it confirmed and ſettled upon you, then 
it remains for you ro ſhew, that thoſe left our by you, robe chaſed by 
the Spirit of Violence; have forfeired their Right of Liberty ; orelſe 
that they have no right to ſuch a Freedom»neither by the Law of Rea- 
ſon, nor by the Fundamenral Law of the Nation. 

14+ Ic may be concluded , I ſuppoſe, withont any violence ofter- 
ed ro this Propoſal, that che minde and purpoſe of it is, That thoſe 
whoare nor of the ſame minde in all chings with ir, ſhould be left ro 


the Patliament,tobe proceeded againſt as MalefaCtors, they being in 


the Judgement of the Petitioners, unworthy of any better Uſage. 
Why ? what is their Crime ? their Crime is, Their Couſciences will 
not give them leave to believe ſuch things as the Propaſal ſpeakes of; 
aud therefore, they mult be interdicted the uſe'of rheit Liberty (ipſo 
fatto ) and be deak withal as capital Offenders. Herein you pre- ſup- 
poſe that the Princes and Rwlers of this world, and conſequently,the 
Parliamenc of the Commonwealth of England, &c. have a lawful 
Jurifdi&ion over the Conſcience , and an unqueſtionable Authofiry 
to exerciſe Coorcive power over Men» barely for their Opinion owe 
[4 ngs, 
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_ "things more eſpecially, pertaining to -God. This was not alw 
che | of che Officers of che Army ;. or if ir were , a 
proceeding in the Eighth Article of your Draughc of an Agreemenc 
of the People (which.we have often nored) was moſt intolerable ; 
In which Article, you conkne andrie up the Peoples Repreſencatiyes 
( there incended for the Supreme Judicatory ) from extending their 
power to things $ pirutual or Evangelical, Now in proſecution of 
your then Judgementsl doubt not bur ic may be made appear inclear- 
__ of light, That the Parliament(or any ſecular Powers of the world) - 
bath xo power (de ure) ſettled in them , to make or enatt any Law or to 
put in Execution any Law madesfor the conſtr aining of any of their Sub- 
jelts to be of this or that Minde or Wa), in Doftrineqor in the worſhip of 
God. ( I ay not » bur that they may hold our a Confeſſion of Faichs 
according to the belt of their Underttanding in the Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and imploy men able and well qualifiedsfor the teaching 
of the Nation, and co win men coimbrace the Faith of God, and 
encourage ſuch men by all due means in the performance of their 
Work: what Itherefore aſlert, is, That they ought not to exerciſe any 
coercive power over Men ou for their difſent in points of Faith, 
or for thinking otherwiſe then the publick, Profeſſion of the Nation 
ſpeaks.) And this, I hope, will bz evinced in the following Periods : 
yer with a full reſerve of all hamble and due ReſpeRs and Confeſſions 
of. Honour and Obſervance to that Supreme Courr. 

15. We have before obſerved, that men obtain the place of Truſt 
andRule over theic Brethren > Eichec by a divine and immediace 
Conſecration, or by Conqueit, or by the Conſent and Choice of the p20- 
ple, over whom they are corule. The fic way is run our long ago. 
The ſecond is more brucal, andieldom pleaded or inſiſted on by the 
Rsler,becauſc it promiſerh lictle laſting peace or ſafery to his Throne, 
The third way appeares with the face of a man npon it» and is humane 
and rational, The Parliament of Erglazd, &c. obtain their Power 
and Juriſdi&ion in and over the great and weighty Afaires of the 
Commonwealth, by the Choice and q Approbationof the people;by whom, 
and for whoſe b2nefic they are entrulted, (this is that which is of ſo 
_ catholick or general a confeſſion and acknowledgement;thar it ſtands 

in need of no further proof ro make ir an acceptable and eſtabliſhed 
Maxime or Rule of State) and the power which they haves is derived 
ro them, ind deſcends upon them, from the people. Ngw it is moſt 
clear, That the people cannot be interprered co have any will, in 
paſſing away this power to, andſerling ot it in, the Parliament, that 
- they ſhouldextend and exerciſe it - the decrecing and. inflifting of 


rerrogatory ; whether he intended, in gl 
Men ſo choſen by him, ſhonld (if rhey ſhonldbe'ſo inclined) make 
penal Statutes for the conſtraining of him co be of this or char minde 
in points of Faith or Divine Worſhip; or, which isall one, for the 
taking away of the Liberty of his Conſcience from him > Do you 
think that the anſwer to be given herero,would nor be in the Nega- 
tives and that you ſhould hear him ſpeaking chus, or to this effe& : 7 
deſire to ſerve and worſhip God, according to the light and Diltates of 
wy Conſcience, and not to be deprived of my Liberty therein? If this, 
then, be the return which every individual of the people will make 
ro ſuch a Demand, (as moſt certaim'it 1s, except thoſe who are yer r6 
chuſe theirReligion , andare contenred rhar the Parliament ſhould 
be their chuſers, ro ſave themſelves the trouble of chufing, the Re- 
ſulc of which ſort of men is not to be heeded, becauſe rhey have no 
Conſcience in theſe things : I ſay, If this be to be raken for the peo- 
ples anſwer ro fuch a Demand) then the Parliament, who are en- 
truſted by the people,and receive their power from them, cannot by 
the Will of the people, extend their power to the inflicting of any'crvil 

uniſhments upon ſuch as diflent from themin the things aforeſaid, 
barely becauſe they dodifſent. Nor, ſecondly, would this be any 
parr of the Authoticy of Parliament, if the will of the people ſhould” 
be to the conferring of ſuch a power upon them : becauſe no man 
hath any power or Authority, over the Conſcience of his Neigh- 
bour ; and ſo by conſequence, hath no Authority to impower any, 
one or more to execute ſuch a kinde of Judgement, as this we ſp-+ 
of : God having reſerved the Dominion of Mens Conſciences 
Himſelf and his Son Chriſt Jeſus. Now becauſe no man, nor Body 
of Men, can give or detive that unto another, of which he himſelf 
hath not the lawful power and poſlefſion » therefore ic is robe con- 
cluded , that the Parliament hath no juſt or warrantable g F#thoriry, 
which derives it ſelf from the people ro them » by which they may 
lord over Mens Faith or Conſciences , or endeavour to frame and fa- 
ſhion their Judgemencs into their own or other mens likeneſs , by 
enaQtingand decreeing of puniſhments to be inflicted on ſuch as 
cannot be molded into their Form of Confeſſion, 

16. If it ſhould be ſaid, in oppoſition ro that which hath been 

now ſpokens That the choice of the people doth give the Right to "= ; 

ur 


but not the lew of ruling by >» fo har the Magiſtrate being choſen, 
is noe ro trave reſpect 10 and unto the peoples choice ( or to their 
power in choofing)for the feerage of his power it Goverament338 to 
ſpme other weave; for his Direion : unto this,anſwer way be given. 
Firſt, That unto which this ObjeRtion , implicitely , ſuppoſerh che 
Magiſtrate ſhould have recourte for the regulating , ſteering and 
extending of his power, muſt be a Rule given out for that purpoſe, 
eicher frow God more immediately,or from Mex. If the Rule be given 
more .ummediately from God; where is it? where may it be ſeen; that 
ſo the people alſo may have recourſe to ir, to receive ſactisfaRtion a- 
bour the extent of the power of their Rulers ? As for the law of Moſes 
delivered to the Governours and people of Iſrael , how much that is - 
concerned herein, we ſhall obſerve a little by and by. If chis Rwle for 
Government be from Me»; it 18 either from che Magiſtrates them- 
ſelves;who are to rule ; or, from the ſubjeRs to be ruled : If from the 
Magiſtrates ; then it is as much as if the ObjeQion had ſaid, The Law 
ro ruleand govern by, is the Rulers will and pleaſure, and from this 
he is to fetch his Counſel and Direction for Government. * Bur this 
was not won: to be born well. If from the people to be ruled;then 
that ground is kept, on which we ſtood before, But ſecondly, it is 
ttue ; the choice of the people being firifly and formally confidered, 
(and in that reſpe& it gives Jus ad Regnum) doth nor create or con= 
fer the Lay by which the Magiſtrate muſt or ought corule ; but the 
Deſign and Intention of the people in their Choice, doth. Their De- 
ſigne is, Thar ſuch as are choſen and entruſted by them, ſhould con- 
ſulr and a for the preſervation, benefit and advantage of the whole 
Communiry from which they have received that Truft and power : 
and the perſons choſen, being men of Underſtanding, Reaſon and 
Judgement, are to make the /znes of their Government to center in 
that point, The Law of Nature inftruRts and bindes men coftudy and 
rake care for the things of their own ſafery and benefit : ſothat when 
they make choice of ſome to be Lords or Rulers over them, they 
mult be underſtood ro confer ſuch a power upon themas they them- 
ſelves ( conjunttim & divifim ) have, from the ſaid Lawzto etdeayour 
their own well-fare aud proſperity : and what Princes or Parliaments 
who are entruſted by the People for their weal and ſafety, rule and 
govern by this Law of Nature, to this end ; being choſen by the 
people, hep may be ſaid tobe choſen by God ; and ruling for their 
Subje&s good, according to the Law of Nature (which is a certain 
and immoveable Bound and Limit rothems if there be no more ſer 
up) they may be alſo ſaid, ro rule by aq Law of GOD, — as 
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17. Nor ate the proceedings of the Kings and Governours of the: 
Jews obligatory or binding tothe Princes or Parliaments of the Na<7 
tions, ſo as that there is a neceſſity of following them :* and this 
the Fathers of the Commonwealth acknowledge, by making Reaſors 
(not divine immediate Oracle ) the Life of their Law ; and by making, 
choice onely of ſuch Laws , from amongſt thoſe once' in force with 
the Jews, which) in their Judgement, are conſonant to Reaſon,and 
do hold correſpondency with the end of all Government, w4zr. The 
peoples Weal. So that the compultive force which the Kings and 
Rulers of 1ſrael uſed for the terting up of the Worſhip of the true 
God, and in demoliſhing Idols, is no warrantable ground for the Go- 
vernours of other Nations now , (how Pious and Chriſtian: ſoever 
they are) to proceed upon to the puniſhing of men, although of an 
erring Conſcience) even in things of moment in Religion : For hilt, 
the Kings of 1/rae! were (triftty charged and required, under pain of 
divine diſpleaſure, to rule according to the Book of the Law given by 
Moſes : they were not left art Liberty, to govern according rotheir 
own wills ; nor after the Reaſon or witl of the State » bur expreſly 
by that Law ; they muſt nor curn rothe Right Hand nor to the left. 
B:'t by the Judgement and praQtice of our Law-Makers ,. and Law- 
Expoſitors (as hath been ſaid) Princes or Parliaments are not obli- 
oed to tread exaGtly in the ſteps of thoſe Laws of Moſes ; butare 
left at their Liberty to chuſe or to refuſe what of them, they (upon 
Reaſon's Information) ſhallſee good. Burt further , and in the ſe- 
cond place, The Monarchy of the Jews is expired (in the letter and 
formality thereof) and nor deſcended or derived down to any the 
Nations or Commonwealths of the world befide : nor is it preten- 
ded by the Rulers of this Nation , that they are the undoubred Suc= 
ceſſors of the Kings of the Jews , and co rife up after Them to fir 
upon their Throneand to at by their Law. Thirdly ; This Kingdom 
of Iſrael was figurative of that Dominion and Soveraignty which the 
Lord Jeſus was to receive and exerciſe over the world; more eſpeci» 
ally, over his own Church and people. So that what was done ty the 
Kings of Ifrael;cannot (eo nomunegor becauſe done by Them) be taken 
aS binding to the Princes of the Nations , rodo the Things aforeſaid, 
Fourthly ; God vouchſafed to the Kings and Princes of Iſrael;Pro- 
phers of his own making, and other. meanes for inquiry in doubrful 
caſes; and by theſe they were many times direted what they ſhould 
do. Fifthly»In the giving of the law to Iſrael, there was not the leaſt 
word or Intimation given, that the Kings of the Nations which chen 
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ſhould. obſervethe ſame Coutſe and 

their Domunons, Which were commanded t © 
be obſerved withja che gares of Krael.. Shxthly, and lafily; If Chriſti-, 
an Governonrs or the Princes of. the Natzons conceive themſelves 
bound to goyern by the law of © Aoſes in one part thereof > why not 
in all, and every part ? there being nothing delivered whereby they 
may conceive themſelves obliged ro the obſervarion of ſome part 
thereof, and ſer at freedom-from the reft, But of what an unplea- 
ſanr ſound his is in the ears of Men acquainced with any thing of 
publique concernment, and how repugnant tothe Goſpel of Chrilt 
Jeſus, there is no need rhat any norice ſhould be given. 

18, If i be queſtioned why the Magiltrates Juriſdi&ion over the 
Conſciences of his ſubje&s ſhould nor be held as acceptable and as 
well-pleaſing to God mow,as it Was in the time of the Law; it may be 
anſwered : FA ; It is nor foclear that the governours of Judah and 
Iſrael had any ſuch Juriſdiftion or Authority conferred upon Them | 
by chat law. But ſecondly; let the Authority of theſe be whatſoever; 
it is moſt clear that ic was derived to them from the Jehovah , in or 
by meanes of their Law-giver, Afoſes : ſo in like manner; when it 
ſhall be manifeſted That the Jehovah hathby Son his Jeſus,our Law- 
giver, ordeined that rhe Magiſtrates of the Nations ſhall exerciſe 
Authority over the mindes and Conſciences of their ſubjeQs, to 
conliraine them to believe either as the Mag{irates rhemſelves , or 
= other ſort or Intereſt of men befides them, do believe, by the 
inflictionofſuch and ſrch penalies ; or That any one of thoſe prime 
Minitters of the Goſpel (the Apoſtles) hath appointed any Magi- 
ſtraces which were to ſucceed in the World roexerciſe any ſuck kinde 
of Judgement upon thoſe that are ſubjeted under them; or given 
ſo much as the lealt intimation thereof ; (atum erit de lite. noſtra) 
we will then lay down our Arms, andconclude, that there is ſome 
ground for the Rulers of this world to build upon, and to believe 
chat ſuch an- Authority, and the execution thereof accordingly , 1s 
a work of acceptation with God : but becauſe none of theſe things 
appear, the power ſpoken of comes deſervedly under Queſtion : 
and the Arm of any Scare may tremble to lift itſelf up to the doing 
of any thing of that kinde. We may adde to this ; thirdly » That 
the Boſome of Government among the Jews, (as rigid and ſevere 
as It is thoughr to have been) was nor ſo narrow and contracted, bur 
that it received men of divers wayes, and of very different apprehew- 
fions abour divine things, with patience, and into proteRton. . Thoſe 
that have obſerved and written of their Cuſtoms and Antiquities, in» 
: form 
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Ml asthett Profſelyter of the Temple: there were che Efſos; 
a very ſevere life, bur ſperſtitious minde « The Pharsſcos, 

ceedingly : ro Traditions (or humane Additions : ) and the 
Sadducegwhodenied the dotrine of the ReſurreQion'from the dead, 
and the exiſtence of Angels and Spirits. All theſe (and more then 
theſe} lived and enjoyed their Libercy under that Government. And 
in their receiving of Proſe/ytes, we finde them very cateful to 
ſearch into the Principles of the deſires of ſuch, who hada minde co 
come over to them; roſee that ho apprehenſion of force or power, 
or any the like unnatural or unwarrantable means, did commit any 
rape upon them whereby they might conceive a defire roadde them- 
felves unto the Church of Iſrael. It'is obſerved by e Maimony, (and 
Ainſworth notes it out of him, on Gen,14.12,) that the Judges re- 
. ceived no Proſelytes all the dayes of David and Solomon. The Rea- 
ſon is very notable ; They would not in Dav:4*% dayes , leſt they 
ſhould have come of fear ; nor in So/omons , leſt they ſhould have 
come becauſe of the Kingdom and great proſperity which Iſrael then 
had; Would the Chriſtian Kings and -Governours of the Gentiles 
a& in the ſame ſpirit,and walk by the ſame Rule ; there would be no 
cauſe left, I conceive, for any ro complain of force or coercive power, 
uſed by them, for the conſtraining of thoſe over whom they rule, ro 
be of one minde with themſelves, in Points of Religion , and the 
Worſhip of GOD, 

I 9+ Jeſus Chriſt, who is the oely Law-giver to his Church, gives 
this Precept for the regulating of the Converſations of his Diſciples; 
What ſoever you would thet men ſhould do to you » do ye even ſo to them, 
Ic will not be ſaid, That a fitting down in the Throne of Governmenc 
or place of Truſt and Rule , doth exempt the Govyernours from the 
Obſervance of this Command. Well then ; ſuppoſe the Parliament 
and the People ſhould be of a divers Opinion about the things of 
God : as for inſtance ; ſuppoſe the Parliament ſhould be of this 
minde, That Jeſus Chriſt (who is yer rhe King of kings) is not the 
moſt High God ; or (which is the ſame) that he is nor co-equal and 
co-erernal with the Father; and that the People believe, as che 
Council of the Army ſpeaks, in this Propoſal, with which we are 
now conflicting. What ſhould the Parliament do in this Caſe ? If 
They make a Law, in favour of the Peoples Judgement, againſt their 
own» then they wrong themſelves ; and ir is believed they will nor 
doſo. If they ena a penal Law in favour of rheir own Opinion, 
| againſt 
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ly powers, to diſparage the glotjous | of onr Lord and Saviour 

eſus Chriſt, with weakneſs and inſufficiency, forthe managemenr 
of its own affairs amonglit men. What dothe ſecular Governments 
of this world doleſs, when they inrermingle their power and autho- 
rity with the things of God, and Goſpel of Chritt > do-they noc 
thereby declare and pronounce, Thar the Laws of Jeſus Chriſt are 
weak 'of themſelves; andumable to ſupplant Error ? or thar they are 
defeRive, and have need of ſome ſupplement of their making and 
contrivancez*to ſerve in the place of that which is wanting ? and 
therein are (o farfrom atrriburing incomparable Wiſdom ro the Au- 
thor thereof, which is His'due-; that they reflet npon Him,with fol- 
lyand improvidence. The greit Jehovah wills nor that men ſhould 
imploy their humane Arts of Addition or 'Yubſtr ation, about his 
things. And it was Agsrs coutiſel ro his Scholar, 'That he ſhould 
not adde tothe words of God, (and he gives this reaſon) /eft he reprove 
ther, and thin art found atyars i; &, left he torreRthiee with his Rod, 
who by thy addition y' haſt blemiſhed rhe 'repuration of his Word. 
Did God take fo much care rhar imperfefion ſhould nor be charged 
npon-his Law, Which is the leſs ; and ſhall we think He will cake ic 
kindly, or patiently indeed) that his Goſpel, which is as the Sun for 
elory of Wiſdome,ſhonld be calledinqueſtion for inſufficiency,by the 
additions of hnmane Aits and Ordinantes ? Be = therefore, Oh ye 
Kings ; and be miſt rufted; you that are Tudges of this earth. 

21. That moſt excellent Auchor of that Epiſtle ro the Hebrews, 
ſaich thus, Cap.3.2. Thar He (Jeſus Chrift) was faithfulto Him (the 
Father) that appornted him ;' as alſo c Moſes was faithful in all his houſe. 
Moſes is faid robe fairhful for this Reaſon, (amongſt other ;) Be- 
cauſe he; being appointed by Jehovah, a Law-giver to the people of 
Iſrarl, delivered and gave in charge all ſuch things, as were needful 
to the regulating of the Affairs Gnherher Eccletiaftical or Civil) of 
that Nation ; by means whereof, he hath obtained this Honour, to 
be recorded faithful, Now either Jeſus Chriſt hath nor been fairh- 
fal in his Houſe, as Moſes was in his z or elſe he hath left an expreſs 
Commiſſion under hand and ſeal, requiring and authorizing all Chr 
Ran Migiſtrates to take upon them the Government over the Con- 
ſciences of their ſubje&s,and to puniſh themif they will not believe 
his Goſpel; or if they ſhall believe in any part thereof,otherwiſe yy 4 


is no way requiſite or needful ;- bur rather highly dilpleaſing co this 


Supreme Law-giver'; inaſmuch as ic doth, upon the-matrer, -chaxge 
him with «»fachfulneſ/, and thereimſec- Him far beneath his Seryanc 
Moſes, Kiſs the Son, left he be angry." | | 

2.2, The Sum & Concluſion of all 1s this,That the Civil Magiſtrates 
are authorized neither by the will of che People who choole them, 
nor from any power the People have.for ſuch a purpoſe, nor by any 
word or Commiſſion from God or his Son-Jeſus Chritt, ro make or 
ordain any Lawes for the con(training of mento believe as they be- 
lievezor to worſhip as they worſhip; and conlequenclyzthar they have 
no Authority atall ro imploy themſelves in the -Execution of any 
ſuch workes. * , 

23. Hence may the Princes of this World (by whatſoever name 
they are called and dignified) be advertiſed ro take heed of coming 
coo neare that mounts Which the Jehovah hath ſanRifyed for Him- 
ſelf and his Son Feſws.toſer their Thrones in. Lam for the peace/and 
ſertlement of the Nations; and would that they ſhould be ſerledup- 
on ſuch a Bottomarhat ic may ſtand wichthe good liking of Godzrill He 
ſhall pleaſe to callin the, Commiſſeans of all the Kings and Rulers of 
this Earth, and diſcharge Them from any further attendance andſer- 
vice of that kinde; Bar I verily. believezthat if any ſtone in onr Foun 
dation, now intended tobe laid , be ſer upon any part of thoſe-Do- 
minions, which he hath more eſpecially reſerved for Himſelf and his 
Chriſt , He will very ſuddenly ſcatter ic with the whirle-wind of his 
anger and indignation ; and thereby ſhew the vanity of the Builders, 
and give thema late occaſion to repenc of their raſhneſs ; when they 
ſhall fee their Endeavours laid walte,.and themſelves or their Poſte - 
rities caſt out into ſufferings. Yet if (notwithſtanding the ſerious 
fore-thoughts of theſe things). they ſhall proceed, upon their own 
Accounts, to the Arraignment of men , becauſe their Judgemencs 
do not jump with the Judgement of the State, who go abour ro cen- 
ſure by their Authority ; the proſecured (although erting in Judge- 
ment) may traverſe the whole proceeding with Pleaſure and Con- 
rentmenc, on this Ground , that they ſtand coram non-Judice ;an4 in 
their Hearts may appeal roa Higher, and che proper 7 wage , even to 
Jeſmythe Lord of quick, and dead. 

24+ But why do I reaſon ſo penſively concerning the power of 
our great Court of Parliament z, as if they were about to do any 
thing unworthy Themſelves, and that great Truſt with which the 
people have inveſted them ? No ; I hope there are ſo many (Gama- 
tiels 
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mindfrom theirs in the doQrines of Faich or Worſhip,leſt they 
ſhould be found, by the grand and moſt righreous inquifirion of hea- 


venſhaudyu, men fighting againſt God:Or if theyare/fo confident of 
their own preſent apprehenſions,abouc things of thatnaturezas nor to 
believe chey may be miſtaken;yer their Wiſdomaafter the obſervation 
_ of ſomany(& thoſe ſo various)Paſlages of divineProvidence,is ſoma- 
ruredathat chey will take heed how they uſurp any parc of the Crown 
of Jeſus Chrilt out King, who alone hath the LecMlative power over 
the conſciences(as it hath been ofcen intimared.)Diflenting men,vho 
all of chem unired-and roſe up to ingage in the behalf of the preſenc 
Authority, againlt the late Adverſary, may be confident, I preſume, 
that they ſhall not be denied the (aſe of their Ingagement, by this 
Parliament. Ir remains, then, chat that High Court be moſt hum- 
bly defired that they would ſertkethings ſo,that no following powers 
may ealily invade our Chrifiian Liberty (for who knoweth what 
diſpoſition they will be of, that ſhall ariſe afrer chem ?) and that they 
and you, (the Noble Officers of the Army) would take all care to 
benefit your own; and our Pokterities, and to commend your Names 
to be imbalmed by chem for perpecuicy, through the Remembrance 
of your molt juſt and righreeus-Aftions » and happy Endeavours for 
Publique Settlement. That night wherein no man can work» comes 
On apace upon you , as upon all the world : Ir will nor be long, 
before Death ſer up his Enfignes of Conqueſt and Triumph over 
you, and lay you in the Duſt, and ſhur you up as Priſoners unto the 
exaRt and molt impartial Judgement of the great day 3 when you » as 
well-as thoſe who now are under you, mutt appear before the Trib#- 
al of the Lord : at which time, the remembrance of thoſe gAtts 
which have been paſt, and Works done by you ovr of a ſincere heart, 
rothe breaking of every Yoke of Oppreſhon,& to the eaſing of the 
Conſcience of every man, vrofeſſing Jeſus Chriſt, from all un:ighre- 
ous Impoſitions, will adminiſter more true Conſolation to you , and 
bring in more honour and rejoycing, then whatſoever you have done 
our of a private ſpirit, or with a deſign to gratifie one ſort of menzto 
the juſt grievance of all : Theſe, and the like works or intentions to 
theſe, ſhould you be guilty of them any further , (which God avert) 
being of a Demerit, which (under the Righteous Judgement of God) 
is able ro fink your ſouls into Erernal Darkneſs , and to pierce them 

through with ten thouſand ſorrows. 
25+ Bur why(O Magnanimous and Religious Officers) why have 
you tempted that High (onrt of Parliament, and laida ſnare, anda 
F ſtumbling 


7 3's. 74 
. 


Libernes of che 


if you diſcovereda Tempration likely co ariſe among(t Them , oro 
be offered to them by any hand whatſoever, you ſhould give rimely 
notice, that they may beware, and uſe all mzans meer and poſſe 3 
that they maynor ſtain their Glory wich any Action of a diſhonour- 
able and unworthy note. Thus did oar Loyd to his Apoltle Peter ; 
He ſhould have been your Example. Oh ! wby have you nor done 
chus ? 

26, Time was-iwhen the Soul ofthe Army took pleaſurein the ſpirit 
of Moderation and Forbearance ; witneſs their commendation of 
ſome TraRs» which have been, ar ſundry times; pabliſhed in favour 

of thar Liberry for which rhis Diſcourſe hath 
Zeal examined, &c, travelled. Have you ttot loft very much of thar 
Read alſo Adiſcourſe Spirit, inpropounding as you have done z and 
ce i eace of the thereby leaving ſome out for a prey, tro whom 

Mr. Miltoi's civiz things,which you ſay, you ſee are not ſo clear ; 
power in Eccl ſaſtical whoſe Conſciences are yet very tender of ad- 
Cauſes, mitting any thing of rhisnrure'z- which is nor 

with fome conſiderable clearneſs propoſed in 
the Scriptures? Letnort tht Chrittian Moderation and Forbearance 
| which.. 
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and creelty. . The Lordivar hantl who 
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Be adviſed ar laſt ( you men of might and ſtrength, whom God 
hath honoured) to conlider Sever tmes what you ought to doin 
this great buſineſs of Chri#:an Liberty, Ler your own wiſedom, your 
Names and Honours, move you to confider. Let rhe remembrance of 


the good Old Canſe, which you are now raiſed up again ( by the good 


providence of God ) ro aflert and contend for, move you. Let the 
wrath of the Lamb which will be provoked by prefling too near his 


,Throne with a bold ſpirit of Uſurpation, move you; and lee che humble 


Admonitions of your faichful friends » who dare not flattee yourin 
any unrighrequs worke ; yer have it in their hearts to own and 
honour you as much as any whoſe dwellings are below, move youto 
reviſe your Pfopoſal, and ro confider what you have dotie therein. 
Let nor that reſpect which you bear co any ſingle Intereſtor ſort of 
menbiaſs your affeCions ſo Rrongly,2s to cauſe you robeare too hard 
upon the natural __ of orhers, for whoſe Liberty alſo you are 
bound by your own Engagements to endeavour. I will crouble = 
no further , but only co cell you, that the fore-apprehenſions of be- 
ing efteemedan Advocate for the Socinian party, do not much tick 
wich me.I can profeſs freely and with a gaod Conſcience before God, 
Angels and men, that I have had a greater Eye uponthe Dottrine of 
Liberty, in this diſcourſe » then upon the Liberty of anypargicular 
Dofr:ine whatſoever ; and ſhould have as much roſay in the behalfe 
of Calvinſme (or any other Religious $2) in reſpeR& of Toleration, 

were it likely that that ſhould bez forced to lye under the gl/tar of 
this kinde of ſuffering ; as for this Incerel(t, which by your meanes 
hath had occaſion to complaine and ſpeake. The Lord give this Pats - 
liament and this Army wiſedom in-thrs ther day » to ftinde our and 
pitch upon ſuch ſolid Grounds and Principles as may make for the 
firm ſettlement of their own and the Nations Peace and Liberty. And 
ſeeing by the wiſe diſpoſe of our God, who is to be bleſſed for ever, 
and who ruleth in the Heavens, and doth what pleaſech Him in che 
Kin?doms of this World , that things are brought ro ſuch an Iſſue ar 
preſent that they may do what they will ; Let itbe theirparrand fludy, 
neither to will nor ro endeavour the Dong of any more then what 
they may, with reſpe& to the Lawes of God and Nature. The time is 
drawing on apace wherein the Heavens ſhall be. no more; at which 
rime you and all rhe ſecular powers and potentares in che wk, 
Mut . 
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